Caritas Refugee Education
Project

To many refugees like myself,
Caritas is the most important place in
Manchester.
My name is Mohammed Issak. I am eighteen years
old and I am from Sudan. I arrived in the UK on
the 9th of December 2016. I was born in a small
village called Ruka in Darfur.
When I was four years old, my family moved to
Krindaang Refugee Camp as a result of the Darfur
genocide, during which the Janjaweed militia
burned and devastated our village. I don’t
remember this, but this is what I have been told by
my family.
One day, when me and my family were returning
to the refugee camp from a small plot of land that
we had been given to farm on, the Janjaweed
intercepted us. I was kidnapped and taken to the
campsite where there were other members of the
Janjaweed. This happened in 2014 when I was 14
years old.
The Janjaweed told me that I would be staying with
them and serving them as a slave. For the next two
years I looked after the approximately 50 animals
that they kept.
I managed to escape during a visit to a local market
at which the Janjaweed were selling some of the
animals I was looking after. While I was left alone
to look after the horses, I met a man who looked
like me and could tell that I was from Darfur. He
told me about a lorry that I could make m escape
on. I told the Janjaweed that I needed water and
went to the lorry.
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The owners threatened to throw me off when I told
them that I didn’t have any money. I pleaded with
them and offered to work for them.
Eventually, they agreed to let me off at the next city
we arrived at, which was Tripoli – I did not know
that the lorry was going to Libya. After I had told
him about my situation, a local man offered me
unpaid work on his farm. One day he took me to the
sea and put me on a boat to Italy because Libya was
too dangerous for me. I was on a small boat with
approximately 190 people. After the crossing I
fainted and was unconscious. Because I was a child
and my brother was already a refugee in the UK, the
UK government offered to welcome me.
My brother, who was living in Manchester, told me
about Caritas. He told me to visit Caritas to improve
my English and also to meet other people in a
similar situation to me.
When I arrived , I found everybody very friendly
and generous. The staff helped me to communicate
with people. The way they dealt with me was
absolutely incredible. Caritas has helped me and
other people like me to improve our English.
With the help of Cornerstone my English has
improved astonishingly and now I am looking
forward to going to University. To many refugees
like myself, Cornerstone is the most important place
in Manchester.

