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 Welcome and Sign of the Cross. 

 Sunday 15th November marks the 
4th ever World Day of the Poor, 
called by Pope Francis.  

 This year’s theme is: Stretch out 
your hand to the Poor. 

 This is an expression of Catholic 
Social Teaching (Dignity of the 
Human Person; Solidarity & the 
Common Good; Option for the 
Poor and Vulnerable) – caring for 
the poor is what we are called to 
do as a community of God. 

 By choosing the quote from Sirach 
as this year’s theme. Pope Francis 
is asking us to reach out in a 
meaningful way to the poor in our 
own communities. Stretching out 
our hand is a call to action. 
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Invite a pupil/s to read the scripture 
passage from Matthew 25:35-40. 

For I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you 

clothed me, I was in prison and you 

came to me. 

Then the righteous will answer him, 

saying, ‘Lord when did we see you 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you a drink? And when did we 

see you a stranger and welcome you, 

or naked and clothe you? And when 

did we see you sick or in prison and 

visit you?’ And the king will answer 

them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 

it to one of the least of these my 

brothers and sisters, you did it to 

me.’ 
 Optional hymn here: Whatsoever You Do 
To The Least Of My People. 
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 Ask pupils to think about why it is 
called World Day OF the Poor and 
not FOR the Poor. 

 Whilst it is very important for us to 
take action and help the poor in all 
the ways we can, we are also 
receiving something very 
important in return as Pope 
Francis’s words say on the slide. 

 Reaching out to the poor helps us 
to receive Jesus into our own lives. 
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 Ask pupils where Jesus was born. 
ANS= In a stable in Bethlehem. 

 Ask pupils what they think this tells 
us about how God loves the poor 
and vulnerable. 

 God chose the poorest of places 
for His only Son to be born.  

 This is a clear message to us about 
what is important and where we 
find God. 

 Option for the Poor & Vulnerable 
is an important theme in the 
Church’s social teaching. 
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Explain that poverty isn’t always 
about a lack of money. We can be 
poor in other ways. 
Invite pupils to think about different 
kinds of poverty and the impact 
including: 

 Lack of love 

 Lack of time 

 Lack of money 

 Loneliness 

 Poor health 

 Spiritual poverty 
Can they think of any other kinds of 
poverty? 
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So how does Caritas stretch out its hand 
to the poor? 
Explain that: 

 Caritas is the “home” charity of 
our Diocese with over 22 projects 
and services supporting the most 
needy. 

 Caritas could not carry out its vital 
work without the generous help 
of our schools. 
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Choose some of Caritas’s 
services/initiatives to talk 
through. 

 Lalley Centre – based in 
Colyhurst, a service for 
the whole community inc 
allotment, foodbank and 
practical help. 

 Door Steps – supports the 
homeless and provides 
help with housing issues. 

 Cornerstone Day Centre – 
based in Mosside, 
providing a hot meal, a 
chat and practical support 
for the lonely, needy and 
vulnerable. 

 Bury Red Door –  
supporting the homeless 
and vulnerable in Bury in 
a supportive and 
welcoming environment. 

 Young Parents’ Services – 
supporting vulnerable 
young parents and their 
children. Hostels in Bolton 
and Blackburn. 

 Older People’s Services – 
supporting isolated, 
lonely and vulnerable 
older people in North 
Manchester. 

 Service to the Deaf – vital 
pastoral service to the 
deaf community. 

 Morning Star Hostel – a 
hostel offering 
accommodation and 
support. 

 Community Sponsorship 
of Refugees – works with 
parishes to welcome and 
support a refugee family 
new to the UK. 

 Schools service – A 
commissioned social work 
and therapy service for 
schools. 

 Adoption support Service 
– supporting individuals 



who have been affected 
by adoption. 

 Education Service – 
teaching English and 
Maths to refugees in a 
community environment 
to enable them to move 
their lives forward.  

 Anti-trafficking service – 
helping to protect and 
support those who have 
been trafficked or might 
be vulnerable to being 
trafficked. 

 Bolton Charity Shop – 
sells clothes, furniture 
and books but offers 
visitors a chat and a 
cuppa too. 

If the school has Caritas 
Ambassadors praise the social 
action work they do & remind 
them to keep in touch to receive 
a Caritas Called to Action Star 
certificate each time they tell us 
about a social action 
achievement. 
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Explain that the word Caritas comes 
from the Latin meaning love but a 
particular kind of love…love for 
humankind in a charitable way. Put 
simply, Caritas means LOVE IN 
ACTION! 
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Ask pupils for their ideas on how they can 
stretch out their hand to the poor: 

 At school? 

 At home? 

 In their local community? 

 In the wider world? 
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Discuss the suggestions on the slide and 
any others pupils may have. 
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A Big Ask From Caritas…please choose to 
support Caritas’s Advent Campaign – No 
Room At the Inn – to raise much needed 
funds and awareness for all those without 
a permanent home this Christmas time. 
More information coming soon! 
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Bishop John is recording a special video 
about how important World Day of the 
Poor is to us. 
We will send you the link as soon as it is 
available. 
It will also be posted on our Caritas 
website and social media. 
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Let us pray together… 
Lord God, 
On World Day of the Poor and every day, 
may we never forget your Golden Rule to 
treat others as we would wish to be 
treated. 
Help us to set aside material wealth so we 
can truly see the riches of patience, 
understanding, love and compassion for 
everyone, especially those in most need. 
In stretching out our hand to the poor, 
may we find the presence of God in our 
own lives.  
We make our prayer through our Lord 
Jesus Christ your Son, who lives with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirt, Amen. 
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Thank you for taking part in our 
assembly for World Day of the Poor. 
To find out how you can support any 

Caritas Campaigns please contact Rachel 
Taylor  

r.taylor@caritassalford.org.uk 
For further information about taking 

social action, support with Caritas 
Ambassadors or Caritas In Action 

resource, please contact Kath Ansley 
k.ansley@caritassalford.org.uk 

 

 

 


