
Caritas Sunday Edi on (No. 27) 

Dear Friends,  

Welcome to the first edi on of 2020 for the Caritas Beacon. I do hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas . At Caritas we are looking 

forward, first of all, to Caritas Sunday, which takes place in our parishes in the Diocese of Salford on Sunday 26th January. For more info 

please see page two of the newsle er.  We also have the annual St Joseph’s Penny Appeal to look forward to in our Diocesan schools,      

beginning with Ash Wednesday on 26th February. This year’s theme for both events is #NobodyLe Behind. Although our Lord said 

“The poor you will always have with you” (Ma hew 26:11), it is our aim at Caritas to serve the poor unceasingly, making sure that every          

opportunity is provided to empower people who are vulnerable to li  themselves out of difficult circumstances. We are very grateful for the 

generosity of our supporters in helping us to achieve this.  

Wishing you all a Happy New Year! 

Mark Wiggin 

Director, Caritas Diocese of Salford 

Deaf and Fellowship of Disabled People celebrate World Day of 
the Poor 

World Day of the Poor on the 17th November was celebrated at St John the Bap st parish in 

Burnley with Bishop John Arnold. A signed Mass with a signing choir ensured no one was 

le  out and everyone was included in a rich liturgy full of symbolism and energy. The World 

Day of the Poor was ini ated by Pope Francis to support his special mission to address   

poverty: not just material poverty, but the spiritual poverty that prevents dialogue and 

reaching out to people in need. The Mass and celebra on gave the opportunity for Mark 

Wiggin, Director of Caritas, to thank volunteers Paula Campbell, Maria Buckley and  

Eileen Hosie for their service to the Deaf community over the years. All 

three are  recent graduates of the Catholic Cer ficate of Religious Studies 

course. In  addi on to their role as catechists as part of the Pastoral team, 

they are all engaged in the social outreach ac on to support the Deaf         

community.  It is hoped that the event will be repeated in Burnley next year 

as the Caritas Deaf Service will celebrate 40 years of con nuous service in 

Burnley and the Fellowship will celebrate its 60th birthday.  A pie and pea 

lunch and a raffle rounded off what was a very meaningful day.   
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A BIG THANK YOU must go to our 

latest Called To Ac on Stars who 

have helped Caritas Services and their local 

community over the Advent and Christmas 

period.   

Our Lady’s Primary in Aspull collected 

food items in their Fes ve Food Monster 

collec on bin over Advent, St Monica’s 

High School in Prestwich made a massive 

effort in collec ng food and toiletries for 

Bury Red Door and our other               

homelessness services, whilst St Anthony’s 

Primary school in Blackburn organised a 

raffle of luxury Christmas hampers with the 

proceeds going to Maryvale, our Young 

Parents’ Home in Blackburn.  

Thank you so much to all involved for your 

generosity.  

Is your school a Called to Ac on 

Star? Let us know what you did, 

how you did it and what the  

impact was, by emailing 

k.ansley@caritassalford.org.uk  

Called to Ac on Stars 



#NobodyLe Behind: Caritas Sunday 

Sunday 26th January is Caritas Sunday. This year Caritas is asking all          

supporters to help us make 2020 a year with #NobodyLe Behind  

Maria* and Sid* have been regulars at the Lalley Centre Food Bank for a couple of years now. 

They have three children, one of whom has severe learning disabili es. Sid was not born in the 

UK so had to apply for leave to remain with his wife and children. Support Workers at the Lalley Centre provided a le er to the Home Office 

to verify that they are a real couple, and  eventually, Sid was allowed to stay. Now he is looking for a job and studying at the same me to 

improve his prospects so that he can provide for his family.                                                                                                                  *names changed 

I would like to support people who are vulnerable living in the     

Diocese of Salford as part of Caritas Sunday 

My Parish Name is ___________________________________ 

Beneficiary Corner 

Each Caritas Sunday parishes across the Diocese of Salford take a second collec on on our behalf, to help us con nue our important work 

with people who are vulnerable. Parishes that have a Caritas Representa ve o en also have a talk on how Caritas helps serve the most 

needy, so that people understand how their dona on is used.  

Formerly the Catholic Children’s Rescue Society (founded in 1886), Caritas Diocese of Salford 

has now expanded to respond to other areas of need such as our work with the Homeless, 

with Children, Families and the wider Community, and in Welcoming Refugees.  

Caritas means ‘Love for Humankind.’ This is the ac on that we are being asked to take as    

Missionary Disciples in our parish.  Caritas Diocese of Salford, the home charity of our Diocese, 

has 22 formal services and centres located around the North West.  

Last year, thanks to your help, our appeal raised £29,833, which went directly to fund where 

the need was greatest, namely our work with Children and Families in our Bolton Young      

Parents’ Home, our work with Homeless at Cornerstone Day Centre and our work with Refugee 

educa on and integra on.  

If you are interested in ge ng involved with social ac on in your Parish to help others in need, 

then please speak to your Parish Priest, your     Caritas Representa ve and your Hope in the 

Future Team, or direct to Caritas on 0161 817 2270 or via parishreps@caritassalford.org.uk  



The Living Wage Founda on  

Caritas Director Mark Wiggin on tackling low pay 

Christmas Dinner in Bury! 

Caritas and the Diocese of Salford are proud to be members of the Living Wage Founda on, 

suppor ng the clarion call for more employers, especially within the Diocese borders, to 

join too and ensure they go beyond the government’s minimum wage and pay their staff 

enough to live on. In November the Living Wage here rose to £9.30 and employers in the 

scheme have six months to implement this pay rise with their employees.  

Salford is currently on track to become the first city in England to be recognised for ‘Making 

a Living Wage City.’  The Diocese of Salford and Caritas are amongst a growing number of     

employers commi ng to the scheme, which is challenging the growing number of jobs (a  

worrying rate of 2,000 per year) in Salford that are offered below the real Living Wage.  

Caritas has pledged to support the Living Wage movement by promo ng the scheme on 

social media, sharing the advantages of the scheme with other employers and by making sure we do business with other Living Wage        

employers to break the cycle of the supply chains of providers that under‐pay their employees.  

At the event Caritas employee Sean Ryan spoke eloquently of his personal faith and commitment to the aims of the scheme. 

For the last three years the Impact group at St Joseph’s, Ramsbo om, have been involved with a Christmas Day meal for those in need:    

people experiencing homelessness, isola on, poverty and/or loneliness. 

Caritas Christmas Dinner began as a much smaller event for Bury Red Door in 2012 but has since grown to welcome more than 100 guests at 

the excellent facili es at Bury Parish Church.  

St Joseph’s Impact Group sent out invita ons and put posters up everywhere! We bought 

and wrapped presents for every guest and put together over 80 goody bags. We were     

collec ng and sor ng dried goods and clothing for weeks before, with lots of generous   

dona ons from the parishioners of Guardian Angels and St Hilda’s as well as St Joseph’s. 

Before Christmas, we enjoyed going toy shopping and we were able to give presents to over 

thirty vulnerable children known to Caritas. These presents were discreetly delivered by Sr 

Joan before Christmas. 

On Christmas Eve we set up and decorated the tables and the room, peeled, chopped and 

mashed.  We also set up a room with coats, hats, socks, sleeping bags, toiletries and other 

items that guests could take away with them.   

On Christmas Day we welcomed our guests, we served, cha ed and at the end of the day, 

died up. Yes – believe it or not – a group of teenagers died up! 

This year we had 120 guests in total who all enjoyed a lovely four‐course lunch and though 

most guests came by invita on, no one was excluded: those who turned up on the day were 

also very welcome.   

We are very grateful for the support of the amazing volunteers from the local community as 

well as all of our Impact Group parents and friends.  Our amazing friends from the Council of Chris ans and Jews provided transport for over 

40 pick‐ups. We would like to thank them very much. 

It was a great day and we can’t wait to do it again this year.  It truly is the best way to spend Christmas! 

Caritas’s Sr Joan O’Gorman writes: I feel the secret of the success of the day was the great respect shown to the guests, which if only for 

an a ernoon, will have increased their feeling of self‐worth. Every one was welcomed including those who just turned up; everyone         

included, #NobodyLe Behind.  I am s ll ge ng feedback from people who were there even though I saw them on the day! Thank you to the 

fundraisers, cooks, servers, people who shopped for gi s, drivers on the day and to the young people (aged between eleven and seventeen) 

who impressed our guests so much! 

The Impact Group from St Joseph’s Parish, Ramsbo om, write about the best way to 

spend Christmas Day.  



Being designated ‘Des tute with no         

Recourse to Public Funds’ leaves    

vulnerable men and women homeless and 

dependent solely upon charity. Could you 

help to offer a temporary home to        

someone? 

Caritas will provide you with      

support to offer a home or a room 

to a des tute person on a           

temporary only basis. For more 

informa on contact 

comms@caritassalford.org.uk  

11th January 2020 10AM—2PM 

Cathedral Centre 

Parish Reps’ Workshop 

 

16th January 2020 

Cathedral Centre 

Caritas Ambassador Leader Training 

 

23rd January 2020 6—8PM 

Cathedral Centre 

GM Ci zens AGM 

 

26th January 2020 

Caritas Sunday 

 

7th February 2020 

Cathedral Centre 

Caritas Ambassador Training 

 

8th February 2020 

St Bakhita Day 

 

25th February 2020 

Shrove Tuesday  

 

26th February 2020 

Ash Wednesday/ Start of St Joseph’s 

Penny Appeal 

 

29th March 2020 

Consecra on to Our Lady of             

Walsingham of all Dioceses in England 

and Wales 

 

30th April 2020  

Holy Name, Oxford Rd, Manchester 

GM Ci zens Mayoral Assembly 

 

7th May 2020 

Cathedral Centre 

Caritas Ambassador Training  

Upcoming Events/No ces 

Could you or someone you know foster a 

vulnerable child or young person? Could you 

help keep siblings or a parent and their child 

together? 

You can help by invi ng us to talk about 

fostering at your local parish/ community 

events, displaying a poster/ banner in your 

local parish, school or  community space? If 

so please contact Caritas Fostering on     

info@caritasfostering.org.uk 


