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Dear Friends,
In November we celebrated World Day of the Poor. It
was our opportunity to thank the many volunteers and
organisa ons in our diocese for their service of charity.
We are called to encourage the church’s mission in
realising a ‘poor church for the poor’. Many of our
projects help those who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness; specifically Cornerstone Day Centre and
Night Shelter, Morning Star Hostel, Bury Red Door, and
our Doorsteps project, which supports people from the
street into permanent housing, and our preventa ve
services like the Lalley Centre and Caritas Family Project.
The Catholic Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales
has just issued a le er to all dioceses and Caritas chari es
asking us to respond to the ‘housing crisis’. It says,
‘We recognise that the crisis has many forms, including
homelessness, being without the hope of a
stable home, delaying having a family, high
“God
levels of debt and rent rela ve to income, and
inappropriate housing, leaving people as
prisoners in their own homes.’

Tradi onal midnight Mass led by Pope Francis in St Peter's Basilica
on Christmas Eve at the Va can, 24th Dec. 2017 Photo: Reuters

sent his Son into the world in a family
which had its hearts open to love.”

We want to tackle these symptoms by directly
helping families who are suﬀering, so this
advent we are appealing for support for our work with families.
We have launched our Christmas campaign to put an end to the
harsh, long‐term eﬀects that poverty has on parents and their
children, and ask that you consider helping us individually or as
a school or parish, see page 6 for more details.
Thank you for your support and prayers.
Mark Wiggin ‐ Director Caritas Diocese of Salford

Pope Francis, World Mee ng of Families.
Breaking the Cycle of Poverty
At Caritas we believe in walking alongside
people going through diﬃcult circumstances,
helping them to overcome their problems and
helping them to thrive.
Families are increasingly finding themselves in
crisis, due to benefit sanc ons, rising debt, ill
health, housing concerns, violence and family
legal ma ers.
They find themselves at most pressure in
holiday periods, when they struggle to cover
added food and child care costs, even without
the added pressures of Christmas adding to
people’s anxiety.
Please join us in praying for all of our clients
and their families at this me of year.

CARITAS VOLUNTEERS
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World Day of the Poor ‐ Volunteers Celebra on
Catholic Family Care Volunteers

A large gathering of volunteers and beneficiaries of social ac on chari es
in the Diocese of Salford met at Guardian Angels Parish, Bury in Novem‐
ber to celebrate the World Day of the Poor.

Bishop John shared his hopes for the growth of faith in
these challenging mes, invi ng each one of us to discern
the personal purpose that has been given to us.
Each one of us can be missionary disciples and we are all
called to service, and to develop our parishes as places
that look outward to the needs of the community as well
as refreshing our inner personal faith.
Caritas Bolton Shop Volunteers

“We must not be inward looking, looking a er
ourselves, but outward looking so we can serve
our communi es…. this is what Pope Francis is
preparing us for in his wonderful messages in the
encyclicals to us such as Evangelii Gaudium and
Laudato Si.”
Jus ce & Peace Volunteers

The celebra on centred on the evangelising voices of our
volunteers. We heard from:
 a volunteer at the Food Bank in Radcliﬀe since March
this year who also volunteers with Porch & Bury Hospice
 a beneficiary‐turned‐volunteer for the Caritas Family
Project in north Manchester, whose family had benefi ed
from a paren ng course run by Caritas staﬀ,
 the volunteer couple developing the parish‐based Mod‐
ern Day Slavery awareness programme in the diocese,
 a refugee‐turned‐volunteer helped by Cornerstone Day
Centre, who has benefited from the Refugee Educa on
Centre run by staﬀ and volunteers
 an asylum seeker who found a home and family
through the welcome and support of volunteers
 a young woman who, a er years of voluntary help in
the Caritas Shop and Community Drop‐In at Bolton, has
now secured the job she has been working towards.
Their powerful personal tes monies gave real meaning to
the words of Pope Francis “On this day, may all of us feel
that we are in debt to the poor” who “strengthen our
faith, inspire our charity and enable our hope.”

Cornerstone Volunteers
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Mark Wiggin, Director of Caritas. reflected upon the
importance of volunteering as an act of service and an
expression of faith. He thanked everyone, especially
the groups and organisa ons present, which included
SVP, Caritas An ‐Traﬃcking and Rainbows bereave‐
ment services (all part of DiSAN), the Salford Diocese
Social Ac on Network of over thirty member chari es.

Happy 10th Birthday!!
CARITAS VOLUNTEERS

On 22nd November, celebra ons
were held at the Caritas Charity
Shop in Bolton with Madam Mayor
Elaine Sherrington of Bolton, Bish‐
op John Arnold and the volunteers
and supporters of the shop and
drop‐in.
Mark Wiggin, Director of Caritas,
welcomed the Mayor, Bishop John
and all the guests that included
volunteers and Caritas staﬀ who
had supported the se ng up of the
shop and community drop in all
those years ago.

Caritas Diocese of Salford

Bishop John opened the celebra ons with a
prayer. Lead volunteer Bernie Keegan spoke
about the wonderful atmosphere and the
welcome received by all those who visit the
shop. She talked about how the shop was not
your standard charity shop as it impacted so
posi vely on so many people’s lives oﬀering
personal support and help to the people who
made the regular trip to visit the café.
Caritas Diocese of Salford

There was rousing applause for the many
volunteers who had supported the shop over the
last ten years and who were delighted to celebrate
the special day.
‘It’s our Catholic outreach on the high street’
Caritas Diocese of Salford

At the event, two young people spoke
about how their experience volunteering
had helped them to secure employment,
but that they missed working with the
family there.

Come and see for yourself!
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Our volunteers at the Bolton Shop and community
drop‐in would love you to call in and visit them.
Besides genera ng valuable unrestricted income to
support our services, it has its own piety sec on and
the shop recycles clothing and goods that assist peo‐
ple on low incomes, providing a drop‐in for anyone
in the lovely café. They are always looking for new
volunteers who could spare half a day a week.
Bolton Charity Shop & Community Drop In
130 Newport Street, Bolton, BL3 6AB Tel: 01204 370
927 Directly opposite the train sta on and new bus
sta on or parking in Morrison’s Car Park at the back.

CARITAS IN OUR PROJECTS

Developing inspiring leaders from poverty.
Caritas is encouraging those who have experienced
poverty, social isola on and exclusion to become
leaders of young people in how to take direct and
prac cal social ac on. Rooted in the principles of
Catholic Social Teaching, which is even more rele‐
vant in today’s world, a training programme is
being oﬀered to Caritas beneficiaries and volun‐
teers who want to share their stories to inspire
others and impact social change.

During training, they will have opportunity to link with
schools, universi es and parishes who wish to put their
faith into ac on. This direct involvement with the wider
community will inspire others to bring about posi ve
social change and will help to develop future leaders.
The benefits to the individuals taking part in the training
are numerous: empowerment to use their voice to take
ac on and contribute to a more just society; increased
sense of community belonging; an increase in self‐
esteem and self‐confidence; development of leadership
and organisa onal skills – useful in all aspects of life; an
opportunity to contribute meaningfully to the Mission
of the Church and increased employability skills.
If you would like to part in the training programme or
would like more informa on, please
contact Kathryn Ansley, Catholic
Social Teaching Trainer by email:
k.ansley@caritassalford.org.uk.

Loving Families open their arms
Caritas Fostering con nues to grow and develop, and
at this me of year we feel it is especially important to
recognise the accomplishments of our skilled and hard
working fostering families.

Calling all Co‐op members!! Please choose the
Caritas Homeless Project: Bury Red Door for
your 1% when spending on selected own‐
brand products and services, via the Co‐op
Local Community Fund.
For more info on the
scheme, please visit
causes.coop.co.uk/
Co‐op
Local Community
Fund

Bolton Young Parents Service
On 22nd November Bishop John visited our supported
accommoda on for young mums and their babies in Bol‐
ton. Speaking with unit manager Judith Dudgeon and
support worker Chris ne Crooke, he learnt about the
care and support oﬀered to the young mums during
their most chao c me with a new baby.
When he visited all rooms were full, with ten mums
from age 16 and nine children including twins who se‐
cured a ground floor room closest to support staﬀ. Bish‐
op John later commented on the warm welcome he re‐
ceived and the importance of the work suppor ng young
mothers and their children to give them the best possi‐
ble support in mes of personal diﬃcul es.
Due to austerity cuts the home no longer receives
funding from Suppor ng People Grants, and relies en‐
rely on fundraising to cover 24/7 support cover. If you
live in Bolton and would like to help us to fundraise lo‐
cally, please contact m.woodward@caritassalford.org.uk

Refu
The newly

This December we look forward to welcoming two new
families to join the fostering service. This will enable us
to con nue to oﬀer nurturing and caring homes to the
most vulnerable children and young people who, for
whatever reason, are going through a diﬃcult me.
We celebrate the achievements of all the children and
young people placed with our fostering
Service, including excellent GCSE results, 100% a end‐
ance at school, college enrolment, part‐ me employ‐
ment, and spor ng and ar s c successes.
You can help by invi ng us to talk in your school or
parish. This might encourage a new family to come
forward and help provide another desperately need‐
ed loving home for a child in your community.
If you are interested in fostering with Caritas please get
in touch at info@caritasfostering.org.uk or by calling
0161 817 2280.
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CARITAS IN OUR PARISHES

Community Sponsorship

Caritas was invited to a end the first Community Sponsorship Awards at
Royal Society in London, a ended by more than 250 people from across
Britain and Northern Ireland. Our very own Frank McNamara MBE was
commended at the awards. Talking on his experience of welcoming a
family to Burnley, Frank says,
"In June this year a young family moved to my hometown of Burnley, in
Lancashire. This family were unlike any other who had moved to our
town in recent years: they arrived from Syria because our church parish‐ Photo: Community Sponsorship
es, St Mary of the Assump on and Christ the King sponsored their arrival
through the government’s Community Sponsorship Scheme.
Community sponsorship allows local groups of volunteers to take the lead responsibility for welcoming and
suppor ng a refugee family. It’s a safe and legal method of bringing vulnerable refugees to the UK from camps
in the Middle East. The family who came to the UK with our sponsorship is a family of four: two young parents and
at the me of arrival, a two‐year‐old and a baby of four months. They were enthusias c about star ng their new
life, and open to all the new security and safety this brings. They were in good health, the baby and li le boy both
glowing with energy and happiness.”
Witnessing the impact of Community Sponsorship in her cons tuency of Stre ord & Urmston, Kate Green MP
writes, ‘This is one of the most impressive and upli ing projects I have seen, and one in which the local community
rightly takes great pride. I know this project changes lives. I’ve met our first Syrian family, and is just inspiring to
see the children safe and thriving, doing well in school and making friends; and the parents playing a busy and re‐
spected role as members of our local community. The project changes the lives of those who volunteer too ‐ the
passion and pride they feel, the way in which it strengths rela onships and friendships, and the leadership the vol‐
unteers demonstrate in the local community ‐ which in turn has helped to foster posi ve a tudes to refugees
among the wider public. If you would like more informa on, please email s.ryan@caritassalford.org.uk

Refugee Dine With Me
The newly formed Caritas Group at St Joseph’s parish in
Reddish, Stockport, decided to take part in the Refugee Dine
With Me project for their first ac vity together.
We didn’t really know how to help asylum seekers and refu‐
gees, but wanted to show that we care, and to welcome a
family to our homes for a meal was a great way of doing it.
We found out a bit about diﬀerent cultures, religions, and the
food we all eat. And then we arranged to have a guest family
into our homes to welcome them and show them our friend‐
ship and hospitality.
Email:
RefugeeDinewithMe@
caritassalford.org.uk
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With fantas c help and support from Father Uchenna
and the team at Revive – which is a charity that helps
asylum seekers and refugees in Manchester and
Salford – we were partnered up with guests
who we invited for a meal.

Photo: RefugeeDineWithMe

Maureen and Ray
joined forces for
their meal. It went
very well and they
really enjoyed
hos ng their guests.
As it was a lovely
day, they even went
to the local park to‐
gether a er the
meal was finished.
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There are four ways in which you can help.
To find out how you can help change lives for families;
visit our website: www.caritassalford.org.uk

Suggested individual dona ons:‐
£5 would help us to supply a food parcel to someone in need
£10 would help a family to keep their tenancy, thanks to Family Project interven on
£20 would help us to safeguard a parent and child suﬀering domes c violence
£30 would pay for family to a end a Family Ac vity Day in 2019
£50 would bring a family closer together by funding a paren ng course for a month
£100 would help provide a support worker at the Lalley Centre for a day to help mul ple families deal with crises.

HELP US TO BREAK THE CYCLE OF POVERTY
Please donate and help us to con nue the vital work of our Caritas Family Project

2018 CHRISTMAS APPEAL

This year’s Christmas Appeal will raise funds for our
Caritas Family Project, which supports families who
are most in need across the diocese, and relies
mostly on fundraising and dona ons.

THE WINNERS ARE...

CARITAS IN OUR SCHOOLS

At our Caritas Fes val this year we were delighted to introduce the
Bishop’s Awards. Nomina ons were invited for three categories. We
were delighted with the nomina ons in this our first year; it was
wonderful to see the great work that school pupils are doing to help those
in need, learning about Catholic Social Teaching, and pu ng good works
into ac on in their communi es. Judging all of the nomina ons was not
an easy task, and whilst the vo ng was close, there was a consensus
amongst the panel of four for the seven runners up and three winners.

AND OUR RUNNERS UP….
All winners and runners up will be invited to Wardley Hall for
tea with the Bishop , which will be another opportunity to be
thankful, inspired, and get some good photos for our gallery!
Thanks again to all schools for taking the me to present
your entries so professionally
and for all of your great
work to support Caritas.
We look forward to seeing
your entries for next year!

Let’s break the cycle of poverty
for families this Christmas.

St Joseph pupils help
Maryvale to raise funds
Maryvale, our young parents

Schools and parishes are invited to supported accommoda on in
help us to raise funds in the run up Blackburn, had an excellent
to Christmas.
community Soup and Sandwich
To join in our Christmas Appeal,
please see our website, and email
fundaising@caritassalford.org.uk
for your tailored pack, with
everything your school needs to
raise funds for local families in
need this advent.
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BISHOP’S AWARDS 2018

Lunch at which we received
£167 in dona ons!
Four children came from
St.Joseph's to help and everyone
commented not only on their
excellent behaviour but how
lovely it was for them to be
involved.

2nd December 2018
Advent Music & Readings
St John’s Cathedral, Salford
8th December 2018 11am-2pm
Lalley Centre Christmas Fair
Eggington St Collyhurst, M40 7RG
25h January 2019
Caritas Ambassador Leaders
Training
Cathedral Centre, Salford

For more information contact
Bernie 01204 370927
Tuesdays to Saturdays

READ OUR NEW ANNUAL REVIEW
For a copy, please email us, or visit:
www.caritassalford.org.uk/annual‐review‐2018

27th January 2019
Caritas Sunday
All Parishes

Twenty two services:‐
Children & Families
Homeless
Older People
Community
Refugee Response

4th March 2019
Caritas Ambassadors Training &
Commissioning
Cathedral Centre, Salford
23rd March 2019 10am-2pm
Caritas Representative Workshop
Cathedral Centre, Salford
28th March 2019
Caritas Ambassador Leaders
Training
Cathedral Centre, Salford
1st May 2019
Caritas Ambassadors Training &
Commissioning
Cathedral Centre, Salford
10th May 2019 10am-2pm
Diocese Social Action Network
Cathedral Centre, Salford
22nd June 2019 2pm
International Mass
St John’s Cathedral, Salford
6th July 2019 10am-3pm
Hope in the Future - Caritas Day
Holy Cross College, Bury

Please contact
info@caritassalford.org.uk
for more information on events.

