SUMMER
EDITION
17th Edi on

Welcome to the summer edi on of the Beacon!
As many of us start to prepare for the summer holi‐
days, there are many journeys ahead of us all. The Sal‐
ford Diocese pilgrimage to Lourdes will have set oﬀ by
the me you read these pages and many families with
children will also be preparing to travel for a holiday.
Bishop John, along with the Bishops of England and
Wales, will also soon be travelling, making their
ad limina visit to Rome in September. The trip will in‐
volve talks with Pope Francis and mee ngs with Va ‐
can oﬃcials. Ahead of the visit, Bishop John will have
already prepared his report on the Diocese of Salford
to share with Pope Francis. The report will cover eve‐
rything from parish life, liturgy and worship to educa‐
on and social jus ce, and will be a very comprehen‐
sive and contemporary record of faith and missionary
ac vity in the Diocese of Salford.
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The parish is the presence of the Church in any given
territory, an environment for hearing God's word, for
growth in Chris an life, for dialogue, proclama on,
charitable outreach, worship and celebra on.
Pope Francis ‐ Evangelii Gaudium 2013

Within its pages there will be many references to the
changes we are beginning to embrace: the
restructuring of parishes and the planned steps of
Hope in the Future. All these changes will, if we em‐
brace them, help us to make sense of what is described
pages of this Beacon, there are many expressions of
in Donal Harrington’s book Tomorrow’s Parish as ‘a
second curve’ where new opportuni es are created to ‘caritas’ as love in ac on.
express our faith.
In summary, whether you are on your travels or just at
home, the prayer that we are becoming so familiar with
As we move forward, embracing change, I am confi‐
dent that Caritas will play an important part in bringing s ll applies: Stay with Us, Lord, on Our Journey!
people together to express a social gospel that puts
ac on at its heart and to love our neighbour. In the
Parishioners from Our Lady of the Valley invite refugees from
Revive to their third Refugee Welcome Day including a visit
to Stonyhurst College

Mark Wiggin
Director, Caritas Diocese of Salford

CARITAS SERVICES

Lalley Centre Foodbank
Every Wednesday the Caritas Lalley
Centre becomes a hive of ac vity as
local people, who might otherwise
struggle to find food for their families,
visit our foodbank.
Mindful of each individual’s dignity
and need for privacy, volunteers wel‐
come clients as they select the items they need (depending on
family size) and pack their own shopping bags.
One client explained that she was temporarily living in a hotel
with her three children, with only a microwave to cook in. She
asked if she could cook one of our chickens in the microwave,
but instead was given some healthy nned food, and later
helped to buy a slow cooker.

Responding to Crisis
Tom* had been homeless for a
while, which made it hard for
him to take care of his health.
When he was able to move
into a house things really im‐
proved for him but having no
spare money, he was really
struggling to correctly store
the insulin he needs to treat
his diabetes, and told Caritas
he was keeping it cool
in a bowl of water. Tom
was so grateful, that
a er a successful appli‐
ca on to the Gubay Crisis Fund
for a fridge‐freezer, he can
now store his medicine safely.

Another family, living on a single low
salary and disability benefit with three
dependent children, rely on the food‐
bank and ongoing support to relieve
their current situa on.
In addi on to newly registering 134 in‐
dividuals and their families since Sep‐
tember 2018, the Lalley Centre food‐
bank, with its wrap‐around support,
provides clients and volunteers with a
warm welcome and friendships that will
last a life me. If you are interested in
volunteering, or providing much need‐
ed dona ons, please contact Ann‐Marie
on am.chinnery@caritassalford.org.uk

Jus ce & Peace
Bishop John Arnold celebrated a special
Mass of Thanksgiving for the work of the
Jus ce and Peace Associa on at Wardley
Hall on Thursday 28th June 2018.
The day marked the final transfer of the
work of the Jus ce and Peace Associa on
to fully come under Caritas Diocese of Sal‐
ford. Bishop John gave recogni on and
thanks for the dedica on and faithfulness
of so many people who are commi ed to
making the world a be er place, where
faith does jus ce, and jus ce leads us all
to peace.

Fostering Family Fun
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The fostering team a ended a June family fun day in Par ngton,
organised by one of our foster carers. Caritas Fostering Manager
Anthony Turner is pictured here with Community Police who had
a stall at the Lions Fun Day. The fostering team will be a ending
the Lalley Centre allotment open day on 14th July. Come along
and speak to us about fostering with Caritas.
If you are interested in fostering with Caritas, or just want a chat
or further informa on, please contact us on 0161 817 2250 or
email us at info@caritasfostering.org.uk

CARITAS SERVICES

St Joseph’s Welfare ‐ Caritas Older People Service
Debbie Murray, the manager of Caritas Older People Services, took
her camera around on some recent home visits. The clients were ex‐
cited to hear that they might soon be famous. Caritas has been
providing befriending services for older people in North Manchester
for over forty years.
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Thank you & Good Luck!

Chris na Rhoney has
been volunteering at
our Bolton Charity Shop
for four days every week
for the last two years,
but the me has come to
say farewell and we wish
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her all the best as she
starts a new role with a motor company.
We will be very sad to see her go as Chris na
always had a welcome smile for customers
and was a whizz on the ll, but we are
pleased that she has found a job. We hope
to see Chris na at our ten‐year anniversary
St Joseph’s Mission for the Deaf day to Walsingham party with Bishop John later in the year to
On 19th May there was a na onal Catholic Deaf Associa on pilgrim‐ hear how the new job is going. Chris na said,
age to Walsingham. A total of twenty people from SJMD joined oth‐ “I have had a fantas c me here; thank you
ers for the day at the medieval shrine. We began with a short prayer so much to everyone for the experience.”
If you are interested in volunteering at our
in the Garden led by Bishop Hendricks, followed by a procession to
Bolton Shop, please phone Bernie on
the Slipper Chapel for Reconcilia on Service. This was followed by
lunch in lovely and glorious sunshine and then we gathered again in 01204 370 927, or email us:
volunteering@caritassalford.org.uk
the Slipper Chapel for Mass.
by encouraging us all to reach out to people in need
in our local communi es. Bishop John ended with a
call to embrace the programme and be guided, es‐
pecially so soon a er Pentecost, by the Holy Spirit,
the Advocate.

Bishop John addresses DiSAN
Bishop John joined the latest Diocese Social Ac on Network
(DiSAN) mee ng on Friday 8th June to share his vision for the
Hope in the Future Programme. Central to the Bishop’s
presenta on was the analysis of a world in which the church
faces the dual challenges of excessive consumerism where
people go hungry and a growing secularisa on that reduces
church to a place primarily for bap sms, weddings and funer‐
als. He explained that the ra onalisa on of the number of
churches and parishes has been a necessity and also a result
of a “missing genera on” and their children from parish life.
Hope in the Future, he concluded, is intended “to engage
people in a lively, vibrant parish” and put our faith into ac on

The mee ng responded by se ng up three working
groups that members could join and share common
ground on:‐
1) Contribu ng to Hope in the Future Diocesan Plan
2) Speaking out for Jus ce and
3) Engaging Young People.
If you would like to find out more or join a task‐and‐
finish group please email info@caritassalford.org.uk
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CARITAS IN OUR PARISHES

Refugee Day Out
On 23rd June a sunny Ribble
Valley welcomed over 150 ref‐
ugees and their families from
Manchester, Burnley and
Blackburn to a fabulous day
out relaxing in the country‐
side. Organised by Tom and
Kathryn Clay, parishioners of
St Mary’s, Sabden, and linked
to refugee organisa ons such
as Revive.
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Caritas An ‐Traﬃcking
Caritas An ‐Traﬃcking, working with
the Santa Marta Group and the
Medaille Trust, printed 50,000 cards
Photos: Caritas Diocese of Salford with the ‘signs’ of human traﬃcking
for distribu on to parishioners on
June 17th Day for Life (theme – hu‐
man traﬃcking). In one church pa‐
rishioners were asked to put the Na‐
onal Slavery Helpline number into
their mobile phone there and then.
We are asking churches to return sur‐
plus cards to the Cathedral Centre for
our next awareness raising ini a ve.
Re red policeman Sion Hall, formerly a Detec ve Chief Inspector
figh ng Human Traﬃcking in East Lancashire, and a parishioner of
Our Lady of the Valley, now heads the new Pan‐Lancashire An ‐
Slavery Partnership. Caritas An ‐Traﬃcking is represented on that
group and is a key player in its work.
Roadshows across Lancashire will cover two Salford deaneries and
will feature the Mercy Bus revamped and re‐signed with an ‐
traﬃcking informa on. The bus will travel around busy high
streets and into areas of cheap rented property where pop up
brothels may exist.
Public awareness is vital but vic ms may also spot the bus and use
the contact numbers to seek rescue and support.
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The highlight of the day was a barbecue or‐
ganised by the local Muslim community and
ac vi es hosted by Stonyhurst College,
which included a countryside walk and foot‐
ball organised by students from the college.
Tea and cakes rounded oﬀ a relaxing refu‐
gee day out.

Refugee Day Out is just one of the many
welcoming ac vi es organised throughout
the diocese for refugees and asylum seek‐
ers. Other ac vi es include advice, English
language lessons, housing support and
friendship projects such as Refugee Dine
with Me. For more informa on email
info@caritassalford.org.uk

Parish Sponsorship of Refugees
Ten parishes are working with Caritas to welcome refugee fami‐
lies into their parish under the Community Sponsorship Pro‐
gramme. St Mary’s, Burnley, have recently welcomed their refu‐
gee family and St Michael and St Bernade e’s Parish are ex‐
pec ng their family to arrive mid August.
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Photo: Suzannah Redmond, Talk English

Other parishes have been making their prepara ons by a ending
fast‐track English (ESOL) lessons. A endees are pictured here taking
part in a ‘micro teach’ and a ending an end‐of‐course celebra on
meal. If your parish is interested in finding out more, please email
Sean on s.ryan@caritassalford.org.uk.

CARITAS IN OUR PARISHES

Ac ons on Loneliness
The Loneliness Connects Us
seminar hosted by St Mi‐
chael and St Bernade e’s,
Whitefield, and endorsed
by Caritas, a racted over
60 par cipants.

A hair‐raising £1000
for Caritas Projects

The seminar was inspired and organised by Niell Watkins, a parishioner, whilst
expert input came from Professor Pamela Qualter of Manchester Universi‐
ty and Dr James Duggan Manchester from Metropolitan University both spe‐
cialising in research into loneliness, and youth loneliness in par cular.
The first ques on: is there a loneliness epidemic? Answer: No! The percentage
hasn’t changed but there are more of us to be lonely!
What is the defini on of loneliness? Answer: the diﬀerence between desired
and actual quality of rela onships. Why do we feel loneliness? Loneliness is
social pain telling us to connect to others and do something about it.
These were just some of the general ques ons answered by the experts in fas‐
cina ng seminar that also focused the experiences of young people and the
need to normalise these conversa ons in schools and with youth groups.

A er over 12 months of le ng his
hair & beard grow out, Lawrence
O’Donnell, Caritas Representa ve
for St Mary’s Li leborough, re‐
ceived a public shearing at his
Catenian ‘Presidents Sunday.’

The money he raised will help
with funding Caritas projects like
our drop‐in centres where the
Now that the conversa on has started, Caritas will follow up with more aware‐ homeless can receive free hair‐
ness work to ensure that in this diocese loneliness will connect us all so let’s
cuts. If you would like to support
end loneliness together!
his eﬀorts, please visit his site
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
Share the Journey; Volunteer awards
In June 2018 volunteers Lawrence‐O‐Donnell
were recognised at the
Amir Raki, Caritas Refugee Response Coordinator,
Living Well Living Be er Awards at the Riverside Centre,
joined Bishop John and the parishioners of Saint
James The Less Parish, Rawtenstall, to walk in solidar‐ Whitworth.
ity with refugees as part of the Share the Journey ini‐ Volunteer of the Year awards were handed out by Councillor
a ve. In 2016 parishioners across the Rossendale
Barbara Ashworth, Rossendale Council’s Por olio Holder for
Valley responded enthusias cally to the call to help,
Health, Housing, Communi es and Customer Service.
and set up Caritas Refugee & Asylum Seeker Services.
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CARITAS IN OUR SCHOOLS
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New Bishop’s Awards
As part of our response to the call from Pope
Francis to ensure that all our young people are
educated in Catholic Social Teaching we are build‐
ing on the excellent work being done in schools
through the Caritas in Ac on resources and Caritas
Ambassadors through the introduc on of three
Bishop’s Awards.

Recognising and Celebra ng the
Gi s and Talents in our schools
On 26th June 2018, all schools and colleges in
the Diocese of Salford were invited to a cele‐
bra on at Bamber Bridge to acknowledge
their unique gi as a beacon of hope in the
building up of the Church in our diocese. The
day was organised by the Departments of Edu‐
ca on and Forma on.
Throughout the day, the schools looked in
more detail at the ‘seven steps’ to con nue to
build up their parish communi es using their
unique gi s and talents. Every school in the
Diocese of Salford is part of a parish commu‐
nity. Ideas and sugges ons include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Make more links with their parish community.
Take an ac ve role in their parish community.
Understand the structure of the parish.
Take a leadership role in the liturgical life of the
parish community.
Lead prayer for their parish community.
Foster the growth of young people for their parish
community.
Join the Hope in the Future parish team.

More info:
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/parishes/school‐links

In the a ernoon, we launched Hope in the
Future for the schools when a representa ve
from each school was asked to come forward
and was presented with an image of the San
Damiano Cross by Bishop John as a sign of our
journey together in building and strengthen‐
ing our Missionary Church.
The Hope in the Future Anthem was also
launched and this will be shared with their
parish community.

These awards are open to all schools regardless of
whether or not they have Caritas Ambassadors.
Everyone can enter!

Each school was asked to take the San
Damiano Cross and the ideas of the day based
on the seven steps to con nue to look at how
they can be a ‘Beacon of Hope’ for their par‐
ish community.

Awards presenta ons will take place at the Caritas
Ambassadors Fes val on October 2nd 2018.

AWARDS

All schools are invited to take part in this great
event. On the day you will find exhibi ons of Cath‐
olic Social Ac on in our Diocese, stalls and inter‐
es ng people for your students to interact with.
We are lining up a cast of ac vists for change, well
known celebri es, musicians and actors.

Category 1 – Outstanding group of students,
who have planned, led and delivered a
project which has had a big impact.

Booking is via Eventbrite, please ring 0161 817
2270 if you have any queries.

Category 3 – This award will be given to the member
of staﬀ the school has nominated as being an
outstanding witness to Catholic Social Teaching.

Category 2 – The individual student who the school has
iden fied as making an outstanding contribu on
to helping others in need.

CARITAS IN OUR SCHOOLS
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A big thank you to all our schools that supported this years St
Joseph’s Penny appeal and also joined us recently either in the
Cathedral or at St Albans, Blackburn, to celebrate the kindness and
generosity of so many young people. A special thank you to the
choirs of Sacred Heart and of Our Lady and St John’s for the fabulous
music and for leading us in raising our voices in thanks.
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Speaking to the young people from over thirty schools who celebrat‐
ed this year’s Masses, Caritas Director Mark Wiggin shared the work
that Caritas is able to carry out with the support of the St. Joseph’s
Photo: St Paul’s RC Primary School, Feniscowles
Penny Appeal. In par cular, he shared how the appeal this year has
helped hundreds of children, especially through the Caritas young parents services and community centres helping
refugees as well as local people. St Joseph’s Penny, he concluded, was a very prac cal act of love and kindness, and
made a real diﬀerence to the lives of so many people in need.

Shared Paren ng Pilot
Caritas Schools Service have been pilo ng the Mul ‐
Family Group programme in partnership with St Ber‐
nard’s RC Primary School, Burnage. The model oﬀers
accessible, non‐s gma sing, psychological support to
children who are disrup ve, hyperac ve, impulsive,
anxious, depressed, have erra c school a endance,
or experience social diﬃcul es.

ST JOSEPH PENNY FUNDRAISING
Some of the ways that the children
raised funds are as follows:

Parents have recognised that targets have supported their
Run as eight weekly a ernoon sessions in school,
child both in the classroom and at home, and that they are
children and their parent/carers have been taking an
not alone with the worries and diﬃcul es they face. One
increased lead on ac vi es that improve emo onal and parent stated “I felt less isolated. I realised through
mental health, as well as academic outcomes for
a ending the group that I was not alone.” Caritas School
children and young people. The programme has
Social Work Service will be con nuing to oﬀer and run
established a shared responsibility between school and Mul ‐Family Groups within schools in the next academic
families in suppor ng children.
year. For more info, email g.jones@caritassalford.org.uk

EVENTS
11th July 2018
Task & Finish Groups
Cathedral Centre
14th July 2018 12noon-3pm
Lalley Centre &
Allotment Open Day
St Malachy’s School, Collyhurst

21-26th August
World Meeting
of Families
Dublin

12-6pm 8th September 2018

The Northern Dioceses
Environmental Network
On the Altar of the World
Adoremus Parallel Programme

St Philip Neri Church, Liverpool
15th September 2018 10am-1pm
Caritas Reps Workshop
Cathedral Centre, Salford
17th September 2018
Caritas Ambassador Training &
Commissioning
Cathedral Centre, Salford

For more information contact
Bernie 01204 370927
Tuesdays to Saturdays

2nd October 2018 10am - 2:30pm
Caritas Ambassador Festival
St Bernadette’s Parish Centre,
Whitefield
4th October 2018
Hope in the Future Anniversary
St John’s Cathedral. Salford
12th October 2018
Diocesan Social Action Network
Cathedral Centre, Salford
12:10pm 22nd October 2018

Oscar Romero Mass with CAFOD
St John’s Cathedral. Salford
10th November 2018 10am-1pm
World Day of the Poor Celebration of Volunteers
Guardian Angels Bury
22nd November 2018 10am -2pm
10th Anniversary Party
Caritas Shop Bolton
Please contact
info@caritassalford.org.uk
for more information on events.

