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Dear Friends,
Welcome to the special Lenten edition. This month the Beacon is
highlighting our work in schools across the Diocese through the St Joseph’s
Appeal. The forty days of Lent are an important opportunity for pupils to
give special attention to three things: prayer, fasting and alms‐giving. The
appeal in schools helps pupils to focus on what is important in our lives
and helps pupils and their families reach out to others in need. Through
giving we recognise that there are so many people in our community who
need our care and support. If we can give something, however small, we all
help to make our communities a better place to be. Our schools are a vital
source of support and inspiration to Caritas, and we are grateful for the
energy, enthusiasm and commitment of pupils to the charitable work of
Caritas that our schools support. Thank you.
Mark Wiggin, Director, Caritas Diocese of Salford
As part of a full day of learning and reflec on,

Lenten Daily Prayer
Kath Ansley, School Lay
Chaplain at St Cuthbert's
R.C. High School in
Rochdale, has wri en
prayers for schools for
every day of Lent.
Schools and parishes have
been using these to pray for
those in need and for the
work of Caritas in the
Diocese of Salford.

This year’s DonaƟon Box
Each dona on box features images of our beneficiaries, and asks the child
'Where's Jesus?' (Where's Wally‐style). Through the schools’ resource
packs and assembly presenta ons, we hope the boxes will become a
discussion point at home. This year's Catholic Social Ac on theme is
‘Family & Community’, which is totally appropriate as Caritas work centres
around families and community. Last year, thanks to the schools, we
raised £88,808 to help those in need in our communi es.

St Mary's R. C. Primary School, Swinton, place
their silver coins inside a wooden representa‐
on of the St Joseph's Penny symbol.

Over 50,000
boxes have
been sent out
to pupils in the
Diocese of
Salford so that
they can save
up the change
from their
pocket money
over Lent.
In this ediƟon:
 St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal
 Hope in the Future
 Community Sponsorship
 Cardinal Vincent Nichols
 Red Door Yard Project
 Schools’ Assemblies
 Sta ons of the Cross
 St Ambrose Barlow St Joseph
 Big Sleep Out
 World Mee ng of Families

The History of St Joseph’s Penny Appeal
Catholic Children’s Rescue Society was started in 1886
by the then Bishop of Salford, Herbert Vaughan. He
wanted to help the poor Catholic children of
the diocese, many of whom were not being fed or
clothed properly, or had been le abandoned. He used
the word ‘Rescue’ to describe the work he planned.

Community Sponsorship Parish Training
An expert team from the Interna onal Organisa on of
Migra on, UNHCR, The Home Oﬃce, DWP and Horton
Housing came together on 29th January with fi y
volunteers from fourteen parishes from the dioceses of
Salford and Shrewsbury, and Liverpool Archdiocese, to
train parishioners to become Community Sponsors of
refugees. Community sponsorship is the new
rese lement pathway for vulnerable refugee families
who have been living in refugee camps before being
welcomed by local communi es here in the UK.
Samir, whose family was the first to come to the UK
under the scheme, shared his family’s joy when he said,
“When people help you it's wonderful – a million thanks
is not enough!”
For more details you can contact the Na onal Co‐
ordinator Sean Ryan at s.ryan@caritassalford.org.uk

Plater Trust Awards
Caritas was delighted to be the
recipient of an award by the
Plater Trust to build the
confidence and communica on
skills of people with direct
experience of poverty. Two
beneficiaries from Cornerstone
Educa on Department travelled to London to receive
the award from Cardinal Vincent Nichols.

Sowing seeds of hope in Bury
A new project has started with Sow the City to
transform the Caritas Red Door’s overgrown back yard
into a vibrant growing space. Service users will learn to
grow fruit, vegetables and flowers, thanks to funding
received from The Ganne Founda on, Tesco’s Bags of
Help scheme, and the PITCH grant from Bury MBC.
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He worked with Alice Ingham (Sister Mary Francis) from
The Franciscan Missionaries of St. Joseph. Along with
seven other sisters they opened three homes to look
a er one hundred and fi y children aged from two
months old to ten years. But where could the bishop
and Sister Mary Francis get the money to pay for all
this?
They prayed to God for guidance in solving their prob‐
lem before the bishop had an idea...
If every child in the Salford Diocese each gave
one penny every year the Sisters would be able
to carry on looking aŌer the children.
The first annual collec on
began in 1904 and raised
55,217 pennies, or just over
£230. The original collec on
funded the work of the
Catholic Children’s Rescue
Society. Many past pupils of
our schools will recall the
appeals, involving Penny
Boxes, the prick cards (as
replicated here for our 110th
Anniversary in 2014) and other school fundraising.
Today the appeal has moved on to support the work of
Caritas Diocese of Salford. The appeal may now support
the charity under a diﬀerent name, but the principal
remains the same – children helping their own
communi es. Nearly half a million pounds has been
raised by the appeal in the last five years alone. Each
pupil is given a penny box to take home and many of
our schools also have other fundraising ac vi es such
as car washes, cake sales and even sponsored Irish
dancing! For more informa on, please check the
Caritas website at www.caritassalford.org.uk.
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Caritas Ambassadors in School Assemblies
Throughout Lent Caritas staﬀ and volunteers have been visi ng
schools to discuss how they can help families and communi es in
need through the St Joseph’s Penny Appeal. They are o en aided by Photo: Mike Kane MP
the schools’ own Caritas Ambassadors, who have been finding out
how to put their school mission and values into prac ce.

St Mary’s R.C. Primary School, Swinton
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Helping Families
and CommuniƟes
As part of the
Diocese of
Salford, Caritas is
working to help
our parishes and
schools become
more missionary
in their outreach.
To find out how
you can help, ask
your parish priest.

Help us to prepare for next year’s appeal!
Looking ahead to next year’s St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal, the
Catholic Social Teaching theme will be Stewardship; we will be
reflec ng on Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si’, on Care for
our Common Home. We can all play our part and will be
looking at how we respond to the environmental crisis and the
suﬀerings of the excluded. We will be asking schoolchildren
to prepare some artwork, prose or poetry to support. If your
school would like to get involved, please contact us.

Original artwork depic ng the
Sta ons of the Cross have been
donated to Caritas Diocese of
Salford by Bolton Ar st and Cari‐
tas Volunteer, Gerry Maloney;
any school interested to write
liturgy to accompany one of the
sta ons, linking them to the
work of Caritas, should please
contact us at
comms@caritassalford.org.uk

InvitaƟon to the unveiling of the image of
St Joseph with artwork from St Ambrose Barlow
RC High School at St John’s Cathedral, Salford.
In December St Ambrose Barlow presented a Christmas produc on of a
Modern Day Holy Family, involving service users from Caritas. It was a re‐
flec on on the poverty of the world, expressed through the lives of people
experiencing hardships.
Ellie Stephens, the student who produced the artwork for the advert, has
gone on to base her A‐level art ex‐
am on St Joseph. Ellie plans to give
her artwork to Caritas as a remind‐
er of how the school and the dio‐
cese, through Caritas, collaborated
on the Modern Day Holy Family
ini a ve.
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As Monday, March 19th marks the
feast day of St Joseph, we will host
a short liturgy and an unveiling at
the Cathedral, followed by a visit to
the new Cathedral Café.
All welcome.

10:30am 19th March 2018

Join us on the 27th April 2018
Register online: bigsleepout.cornerstonecds.org.uk/

Bishop John invites people from our Diocese
to accompany him to take part in the World
MeeƟng of Families gathering in August at
which, it is anƟcipated, Pope Francis will be
present.
In parƟcular, families associated with
Caritas Diocese of Salford may wish to join us.
For further informaƟon, please email formaƟon@dioceseofsalford.org.uk or contact Fr
Paul Daly on 01706 369777

EVENTS
18th March 2018
Mass in sign language with Bishop John
10:30am 19th March 2018
Celebrating St Joseph, St Ambrose
St John’s Cathedral
7pm 19th March 2018
Catholics and Muslims - Transforming
lives Together Cathedral Centre
7th April 2018
Deaf Service Pastoral Conf.
Blackpool
th

27 April 2018
Big Sleep Out for Cornerstone
St Christopher’s, Ashton-under-Lyne

26th May 2018 2pm
Mass for Migrants
St John’s Cathedral
17th June 2018
Modern Slavery Awareness Launch
1:15pm 20th June 2018
St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal Service
St John’s Cathedral
10:30am 22nd June 2018
St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal Service
St Alban’s Blackburn
21-26th August 2018
World Meeting of Families
St John’s Cathedral
Contact info@caritassalford.org.uk
for more information on events.

