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Dear Friends,
In this month’s edi on of the Beacon, our focus is on social outreach in our
communi es. At the opening of the new building for Salford Loaves & Fishes,
Bishop John reminded us that ‘those who are the most vulnerable in our society
should not be le behind.’ In November, we are recognising all those who give
up their me to help those in need across the Diocese of Salford. Caritas will
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lead a celebra on of the work of volunteers, from chari es across the Diocese,
as part of the World Day of the Poor. This will be a chance to learn about, and
reflect upon, the outreach ac vi es across the Diocese and to meet other volunteers and staﬀ who help those in need.
Read of the launch of our Refugee Dine with Me Toolkit.
On 2nd November, All Souls Day, we will take me to
remember those who have supported the Catholic
Children’s Rescue Society, Catholic Welfare Society and
more recently Caritas Diocese of Salford over the years.
Please help us by remembering them and our
beneficiaries, staﬀ and volunteers in your prayers, as we
work with homeless people, families and children, older
people and refugees in the Diocese of Salford.
God Bless,
Mark Wiggin, Director Caritas Diocese of Salford

Community Ac vi es at the Lalley
There’s a real feel good feeling on Fridays at our
Lalley Community Centre, thanks to our new Kni ng
& Sewing Circle and Health & Wellbeing sessions.
One of our keen new kni ers Najla says,
“I never thought I would be able to knit. It’s so relax‐
ing and I take my kni ng everywhere now. One of
the other ladies, Patricia, teaches us all, and I am so
excited about it. I’ve also made lots of new friends.”
We have transformed total beginners into confident
kni ers in just a few weeks.
Buzz Manchester is running Health & Wellbeing ses‐
sions at The Lalley Centre every Friday from 1‐3pm,
and so far they have covered topics including relaxa‐
on and sleep; food and mood; building up self es‐
teem; and managing anxiety and depression. Nikki
says
“The sessions have really li ed my spirits and taken
my depression away. I am smiling again. And we have
also learned about what to eat to be healthier.”
Ma and Lauren from Buzz Manchester commented
on what a fantas c community asset the Lalley Cen‐
tre is.
“It is a strong partnership between Buzz Manchester
and the Lalley that is really making a diﬀerence to
local
people,
and weofhope
it will con nue for a long
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me to come.”

Photo: Lalley Kni ng & Sewing Circle
Fridays 10.30am to 12 noon

Photo: Lalley Health & Wellbeing
with Buzz Manchester ‐ Fridays 1‐3pm
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“Our community;
our responsibility.”
On 24th October, Salford Loaves and Fishes, a member of the Diocese of
Salford Social Ac on Network (DiSAN), oﬃcially opened its new building.
Bishop John Arnold blessed the new building, saying that as we are proud of the modernisa on of our ci es, the
development is of no purpose if we leave some people behind. Those who are vulnerable in our community
should be our priority. The new building is a wonderful place for people to be treated with dignity.

‘In Memoriam’: a memorial Mass for our past benefactors
and supporters of the Catholic Children’s Rescue Society
and more recently Caritas Diocese of Salford will be held
on Thursday 2nd November at the Sisters’ Chapel
at 390 Parrs Wood Rd, Manchester M20 5NA.

Refugee Dine with Me launch
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Gubay Crisis Fund
Since its September launch, eleven Individuals have
received small crisis grants across the Diocese of
Salford. These have included a referral from a Head
Teacher who told us of the plight of one of the families
from her school; they have now received the help re‐
quested and have been referred for free counselling
support as a result; an applica on for a mum and her
young baby, ready to move to independent living from
our Young Parents Service, but who had nothing with
which to furnish her new home; and a refugee who
was given vital access to English lessons, to ensure his
upcoming entry to university.
If you know an individual or family in need, the full
details of how to make an applica on is on the website
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Centre of Salford, or email:
gubaycrisisfund@caritassalford.org.uk

Following the ini al pilot with Caritas,
Revive and Our Lady of the Valley Parish, we
are excited to oﬃcially launch our Refugee
Dine with Me Parish toolkit at the World
Day of the Poor event on 15th November.

Sponsored Walk for
Caritas Young Parents Service.
It was a beau ful day, albeit a li le muddy underfoot, as 40
parishioners from Our Lady of the Valley Parish, took part in
a sponsored walk to help young mums and dads in our
Blackburn and Bolton Supported Accommoda on units.

2017 Toy Appeal
The Toy Appeal is operated by Dee and Chris Drake and has been running for four
years. To date the appeal has provided 4,112 toy sacks to underprivileged children
in the Manchester and Cheshire area. This is for children whom are vulnerable,
living in poverty, with ill heath or with parents who are facing adversity. Working
with social workers, schools and various drop‐in centres, the Appeal is provided
with lists of families who need help to ensure that their children receive something
at Christmas. Each toy sack is made specifically for each child based on their age,
gender and any special needs they may have. They provide toys to children
regardless of race, religion and gender.
In 2016 they were able to provide a sack of toys to 1,900 children in
the Manchester and Cheshire area. Over 800 of these referrals came
from schools in the Salford Diocese. Caritas Schools Service makes
referrals to The Toy Appeal for children and young people via the
Caritas School Social Workers, counsellors and Head Teachers.
In order that this appeal is able to reach their target this year the
Caritas Schools’ Service is reques ng your support with cash dona ons. All of this will go directly to The Toy Appeal to
buy Christmas toys for children in need in your local area. Your support is very much appreciated. To find out more
about the appeal please see their website h ps://thetoyappeal.com/

Coats and Sleeping Bags
Pupils from St Augus ne High School
Mission Team have been collec ng their
unwanted coats and sleeping bags to give
to those who are street homeless over
the cold winter months.

Christmas is coming
Please contact us to discuss how you can support
us this Christmas. We can help you to tailor a fundraising
or support appeal to help with any of our local causes:‐
From helping us to decorate our Blackburn Young Parents
Unit, one paint pot at a me;
holding a tea party for older
people in your hall; making
up shoe boxes of toiletries
for our service users; to
selling Christmas cards and
homemade decora ons
a
at your Christmas Fair.

Harvest Dona ons
Thanks so much to all the schools who
have been visi ng Caritas food‐banks
with your Harvest Dona ons. Make
sure you let the Beacon know and send
in pictures so that we can include you in
future edi ons.
Just a few we have heard about include:
St Stephen’s Primary School, Droylsden;
St Anne’s Primary School, Crumpsall;
Holy Family Primary School, Wigan;
St Joseph’s Primary School .Longsight;
St Hugh of Lincoln Primary School, Stre ord
St Ambrose Primary, Chorlton;
Our Lady of Lourdes School, Par ngton;
Trinity C Of E High School, Moss Side;
St John Bosco RC Primary, Blackley;
St Patrick’s RC Primary, Collyhurst;
St Edmund’s RC Primary, Monsall;
St Dunstan’s RC Primary, Moston;
St Malachy’s RC Primary, Collyhurst;
St Augus ne’s C of E Primary.
THANK YOU TO YOU ALL ‐
AMAZING WORK!

Some things you
can do to help this
Christmas:‐

November

Sell some of our Caritas Christmas Cards; with funds
going to our Caritas Young Parents Supported
Accommoda on; to order please email Niall on
n.bancro @caritassalford.org.uk

2nd Nov, 6pm:
In Memoriam Mass
Sisters Chapel, Prestwich
15th Nov, 6pm:
World Day of the Poor
Celebrating Volunteers
Guardian Angels, Bury

Crib Appeal ‐ thank you to churches
who will take collec ons to help our
Children and Family Services at this
me of year.
Homeless Services ‐ please con nue
to collect warm coats and sleeping bags plus any
dona ons to help us provide a meal and support to
those living on the streets, even on Christmas Day

Befriending ‐ volunteer to visit the lonely and
housebound through our Older People Services

Canon Kevin O’Connor RIP
2nd August 1930 ‐ 27th October 2017

19th Nov (varies):
World Day of the Poor Parishes

Canon O'Connor was the priest behind our Cornerstone
Day Centre. 27 years ago he opened a small cafe for the 28th Nov 10am - 1pm

homeless, disadvantaged and rejected behind his
church, St Augus ne's opposite All Saints in Man‐
chester. He asked his dear friend Sr Pauline
Gaughan to run it and she chose the name Corner‐
stone which was appropriate as ' The stone the
builder rejected became the Cornerstone.’ Since
this me it has flourished and developed to the
place it is today. Sr Lucy is now in charge and the
work con nues, giving hope, changing lives.
His inspira on and social outreach endures.

Refugee Family Reunion
Cathedral Centre
29th Nov 10am - 2pm
Northern Diocese Environment Sharing Day
Cathedral Centre
December
2nd Dec 2:30pm
Mass for Community
Sponsorship of Refugees
St George’s Cathedral,
Southwark, London
3rd Dec 7:30pm
Music & Readings with
Notability Choir
St John’s Cathedral
9th Dec 11am-2pm
Lalley Christmas Fair
Lalley Centre, Collyhurst
2018
28th Jan 2018
Caritas Sunday 2018
In your parish
26th May 2018 2pm
Mass for Migrants
St John’s Cathedral
For more information
about our upcoming
events, please email
info@caritassalford.org.uk

