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18th EdiƟon
Dear Friends,
Welcome back a er the summer break, to
the start of a new school term.
The months ahead are packed with events
highligh ng the work of Caritas and other
chari es in the diocese to promote social
jus ce and teach people, young and old,
how we can care for our neighbour and
bring about the jus ce and peace we all
strive for.
The work we do couldn’t happen without
the amazing support of our volunteers who
generously give their me to Caritas. Many
are at the frontline of our services, helping
des tute and lonely people. Others, such as
our volunteers in the Bolton Shop, Commu‐
nity Café and Drop‐in, are both welcoming
visitors into the café and serving the poor
through recycling donated clothes and
goods and suppor ng some of our under‐
funded services to con nue their good works.

Campaigning against injus ce is a key part
of our charitable cons tu on.
We work with partners to campaign against
injus ces aﬀec ng families and individuals
suﬀering homelessness and poverty, as well
as other forms of injus ce.
As a key provider of homelessness services in Greater Manchester,
we work on the GM Homelessness Ac on Network with GM Mayor
Andy Burnham, the Mul ‐Faith Sub‐Group and Greater Manchester
Food Poverty Alliance.
This month we will appoint our new
Catholic Social Teaching Trainer, who will
guide thirty of our beneficiaries to speak out in schools, parishes and
on the public stage about their lived experiences of injus ce.
We are also preparing for our Celebra on of St Oscar Romero and
the Youth Suicide event, which came out of our recent Loneliness
Connects Seminar. If you wish to find out more or add your voice to
our campaigns, please email socialjus ce@caritassalford.org.uk.

To all the supporters and volunteers who give their me
to Caritas I would like to say thank you on behalf of our
trustees and staﬀ. See below for the staggering contribu‐
on you make collec vely, although we all know your
work to help our beneficiaries in need is priceless.
Mark Wiggin ‐ Director Caritas Diocese of Salford

HOW WE DID IN 2017/18
Caritas Diocese of Salford helped

12,249
unique beneficiaries across 22* services

722
people gave up their valuable Ɵme
to volunteer with Caritas in our projects and in
our parishes.
Their Ɵme has an esƟmated value of

£666,107**
*Caritas runs social welfare services to support those in need in the
five areas of Children and Families, Homeless and Housing,
Community Centres, Older People Befriending and Refugee Response.
**based on actual weekly volunteer mes calculated at the Real
Living Wage of £8.75 over the year based on an average 46 weeks.

CARITAS IN OUR PROJECTS & PARISHES

We were blessed with sunshine for the 2018 Lalley
Centre Allotment Open Day. Supporters, beneficiaries,
families and friends all came to join us for a fun day.

A picture gallery of just some of the
acƟviƟes that have taken place in our
projects and parishes over the
summer months.

Amir Raki, our Refugee Response Coordinator, joined
four refugees and Religious Freedom & Business
Founda on to pilot ‘Find a Be er Job’

A team of enthusias c volunteers from John Lewis spent
a day at our Maryvale Young Parents Service, Blackburn,
to paint the fences and spruce up the gardens.

We are so proud of the latest fact‐
filled Cornerstone Annual Review;
do let us know if you’d like a copy.

The Caritas Group at the Hidden Gem Parish organised a
walking tour of the sights of Manchester a ended by
over thirty refugees/asylum seekers and parishioners.

Responding to families in crisis
September is such a diﬃcult me for families with
children of school age; many parents struggle to aﬀord
school uniforms on top of the extra demands on their
me over the summer holidays.

Twelve young and enthusias c people from Caritas Italy
spent two weeks with Caritas projects in Manchester,
doing voluntary work to help those in need at our
Community Centres, learning English and enjoying a rest.

The Taize community in Burgundy, France, welcomed
our young Cornerstone staﬀ, Andres and Elizabeth
Mora, and Musaab Ali, to run workshops and join in
conversa ons on homelessness in Manchester (UK),
with other young people.

Our Catholic Family Care service con nues to work
alongside the Gubay Crisis Fund to provide bedding,
clothing, uniforms and shoes to families in need.
The Gubay Crisis Fund receives many referrals from
schools, such as Mum Rita* and her four young children
who a er fleeing their home due to domes c violence,
leaving all belongings behind,
requested and received a grant
for a much needed washing
machine.
*name changed
For more informa on, see the Caritas website or email:
GubayCrisisFund@caritassalford.org.uk

Schools are invited to recruit a team of Caritas Ambassadors to lead the school
in pu ng their faith into ac on with structured social‐ac on development‐
plans to be delivered back at school following inspira onal training linked to
Catholic Social Teaching with Sister Judith Russi, at the Cathedral Centre,
Salford. The year culminates in a fesƟval celebra on and presenta on of
Bishop’s Awards for inspiring works.

CARITAS IN OUR SCHOOLS

We are always developing new resources to link Catholic Social Teaching to
Social Ac on. Ask us what best suits your lesson‐planning needs.

Caritas has twenty‐two services, vital in helping local people in need. They each
have diﬀerent support needs and fundraising challenges. Schools and parishes are
encouraged to adopt a Caritas Service. Pupils can meet staﬀ, volunteers and
beneficiaries to learn about the work we do to help those in need, to understand the
importance of reaching out and to appreciate the diﬀerence that we can all make.
Schools that have taken part in this scheme are St John’s Fisher’s primary school in
Denton, who ‘adopted’ the Blackburn Young Parents Service, and St Winifred’s in
Stockport, who ‘adopted’ the Caritas Family Project, raised some funds to support
our Family Days Out and even hosted their own Family Day.
Last school year over 150 young people from schools and colleges helped to raise
awareness on the growing problem of homelessness, and collected essen al funds
for Caritas Homeless & Housing Projects (namely Cornerstone, Bury Red Door and
our Young Parents’ supported accommoda on), by ‘sleeping rough’ in their school
grounds with sponsorship from family and friends. Evening events included
welcoming a speaker with lived experience of homelessness, periods of reflec on,
singing, outdoor ac vi es, shared food and even some sleeping.
Photo: Holy Family R.C. Primary School, Salford

In his 2015 encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis called on the en re world to work
together to take be er care of our common home, explaining that it is the poorest
communi es that suﬀer most from the lifestyle choices of the rich.
Caritas works with organisa ons such as CAFOD and Na onal Jus ce in Peace to
provide ac vi es and resources to help pupils to be change‐makers in their schools
and local communi es. There are lots of diﬀerent ways you can help as a school
community, as well as individuals in your own homes; ask us for informa on and
ideas for how your school can make a diﬀerence.
This term we launch a new edi on of our Caritas in AcƟon resource, which has been
developed for na onal rollout, upda ng references and adding in age‐appropriate
material to cover Human Traﬃcking and extend the sec on on the Care for our
Common Home. To order visit the website or email orders@dioceseofsalford.org.uk
Could your school help us to link with local businesses, with our Corporate Social
Responsibility Resource Pack.? If one of your pupils rang up the Managing Director of
a local business asking for help needed by your local Caritas Service, how could they
say no? This resource fits well with the 5 Ws from the Sec on 48 inspec on, especial‐
ly Witness; Welfare & Word, and there is a fit with the Edexcel Specifica on A
Religious Studies GCSE, Paper 1, Unit 2, Prac ces, Catholic Social Teaching.

Credit: Simon Caldwell

RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS

15th September 2018 10am-1pm
Caritas Reps Workshop
Cathedral Centre, Salford
17th September 2018
Caritas Ambassador Training &
Commissioning
Cathedral Centre, Salford
28th September 2018
Ripple Effect - Youth Suicide
St Kentigern’s Social Club

For more information contact
Bernie 01204 370927
Tuesdays to Saturdays

2nd October 2018 10am-2:30pm
Caritas Ambassador Festival
St Bernadette’s, Whitefield
4th October 2018
Hope in the Future Anniversary
St John’s Cathedral, Salford

Be inspired: view the parish‐based Social
Ac on ac vi es on the Diocesan website:
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/parishes/good‐
prac ce/

hope@dioceseofsalford.org.uk

ARE YOU REDY?
#RedWednesday 28th November 2018

12th October 2018
Diocesan Social Action Network
Cathedral Centre, Salford
12:10pm 22nd October 2018

Oscar Romero Mass with CAFOD
St John’s Cathedral. Salford
10th November 2018 10am-1pm
World Day of the Poor Celebration of Volunteers
Guardian Angels Bury
22nd November 2018 10am-2pm
10th Anniversary Party
Caritas Shop, Bolton
28th November 2018
ACN Red Wednesday
details to be confirmed
29th November 2018
Caritas Ambassador Training &
Commissioning
Cathedral Centre, Salford
Please contact
info@caritassalford.org.uk
for more information on events.

