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Dear Friends,
Welcome to our special Caritas Sunday Edi on of
the Caritas Beacon.

New Year’s Honour for Sean Ryan for
services to Refugee Resettlement.

Key to our work has been the growth and
development of our partnerships with schools and
parishes in the Diocese that has helped to give
focus to the generosity, energy, me and
commitment of so many volunteers oﬀering
themselves by pu ng their faith into ac on and
hope in the future.
As 2018 gets underway, I would like to
express my thanks, and those of the
Trustees and Caritas staﬀ, for the good
works that parishes enable through the
Caritas Sunday appeal.
Mark Wiggin
Director Caritas Diocese of Salford
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Caritas Sunday is the one opportunity each year for
Caritas to appeal to every parish in our Diocese to
support the corporal works of mercy, under Caritas
within the diocese. Our charitable work is wide
ranging from fostering to visi ng older people who
may be lonely. Caritas also supports a pastoral
service to Deaf people as well as working alongside
the many voluntary organisa ons and parish groups
that exist to bring about our common mission to
serve those in need; recognising the face of Jesus in
all of our beneficiaries.

Sean Ryan MBE

Congratula ons to Sean Ryan, Caritas Na onal Coordinator for
Community Sponsorship, who has been awarded an MBE (Member of the
Order of the Bri sh Empire) in the recently announced New Year Honours
List for 2018. Sean’s award is for services to refugee rese lement, ini ally
as a volunteer parishioner, and recognises his outstanding achievement in
helping to launch the ground‐breaking community‐led rese lement
programme in the UK. As a parishioner at St Monica’s, Flixton, Sean
helped co‐design the government’s Community Sponsorship Scheme,
working with the Home Oﬃce. Sean then led the 25‐strong team from St
Monica’s who welcomed the first Syrian family to be rese led by a grass‐
roots community in the UK.
In this edi on:
 Sean Ryan MBE
 Children and Families
 Homelessness
 Older People Befriending
 Community Services
 Refugee Response
 Jus ce & Peace

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
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 Diocesan Social Ac on Network
 Opportuni es to get involved

Children & Families
Caritas has 131 years of history from the Catholic
Children’s Rescue Society, and we con nue to do all we can
to promote and support children and their families that
might be in need in our diocese, especially in the run up to
the World Mee ng of Families 2018 in Dublin in August.
In 2018 we will con nue to help parents and children from
birth, such as through our Young Parents’ units in
Blackburn and Bolton.
Caritas School’s Service will con‐
nue to work with our schools,
providing one to one support
through our schools’ social workers, counsellors and thera‐
pists; and running group sessions to promote strong mental
health and wellbeing amongst pupils and staﬀ.
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Our Caritas Family Project will con nue to provide advice
and interven on to families in our communi es and our
Adop on Support team will help to re‐unite some of the
4,000 adopted adults, who were adopted between July
1942 and October 2008 in the Diocese of Salford (the oldest
of whom are now over 70 years old!)
Our Fostering Service is looking to recruit four more foster
families to meet the con nued high demand for placements
across Lancashire and Greater Manchester; could you
provide a loving home for a child? (see back page)

Older People Services
Caritas is embarking on its
second year of Embrace, a parish based solu on for older
people befriending. We are currently working with
parishes in Burnley, Eccles and East Manchester.
Our St Joseph’s Welfare service has secured funding from
Our Manchester. This will allow Caritas to restructure
and further resource the service. Our hope is to recruit
more volunteers, so we can con nue to bring hope and
support to those who are housebound and feel isolated.
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Housing and homelessness
In 2018 we will con nue to work with Greater Manchester
Mayor’s Homelessness Ac on Network to combat rough
sleeping. As part of this Caritas will start to deliver our
new ‘Door Steps’ programme,
thanks to Big Lo ery funding.
It is a robust, holis c strategy
around homelessness, designed
to help people from the street
to secure, permanent tenancy.
Cornerstone is buzzing with ac vity
at all hours now, with its Day Centre
provisions, English lessons in the evening, and its Night
Shelter emergency accommoda on support. There are
several refurbishment plans underway already to support
this growth in ac vity. In 2018 we have also taken on The
Morning Star hostel, which is located alongside the
Cornerstone premises.

Bury Red Door has been busy helping beneficiaries to find
temporary accommoda on in the freezing temperatures.
They have been campaigning for increased
Volunteering
accommoda on in the local area. Red Door
If you feel you can use your skills to help recently had a volunteer recruitment drive, to
us in anyway, please ring 0161 817 2250 or enable plans such as our wellbeing ‐ yard project
email: volunteering@caritassalford.org.uk to grow food in raised beds.

Thanks to Caritas Sunday 2017,
we strengthened our support to
Refugees and Asylum Seekers in
the Diocese. The focus for 2018 is
to answer Pope Francis call on
the 51st world day of peace (1 Jan
2018) for us to oﬀer asylum seek‐
ers and refugees an opportunity to find peace they seek,
by combining four ac ons; welcoming, protec ng,
promo ng and integra ng.
Welcoming: In our parishes we will do this, by helping
parishioners to adopt the community sponsorship
scheme. In our drop‐ins and home visit services, we will
provide our asylum seeker beneficiaries with dignified
ini al welcome, adequate legal advice, and to the point
referrals to other service providers.
Protec ng: The Diocese of Salford will be a protec ng
place by making partnerships with other service provid‐
ers for refugees and asylum seekers to make sure that our refugee
beneficiaries have personal safety and access to basic services
through our refugee response coordina on.
Promo ng: We will be a promo ng place for refugees, by providing
them with opportuni es to learn English language as well as skills
and competencies required for further employment. We will
provide more training courses for our beneficiaries through our
community centres.
Integra ng: in our parishes we can do this, by encouraging parish‐
ioners to get involved in our refugee response service through ini ‐
a ves such as Refugee Dine With Me and Refugee Welcome Days,
to increase intercultural exchange as well as providing asylum seek‐
ers with opportuni es to learn about our communi es culture.
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Refugee Response

Social Jus ce
In 2018 Caritas will
con nue to promote
Social Jus ce, by raising
awareness
of issues
suchMP
as
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Homelessness, Modern Day
Slavery and Care for our Com‐
mon Home in the diocese us‐
ing the experience of those in
our Jus ce and Peace Group.

Community Centres
In 2018 Caritas will con nue to build our community centres; responding to local needs, by working with local partners.
Our Lalley Centre has secured funding from Albert Gubay Founda on, which will allow the team there to strengthen
their focus on building new community projects, such as their health and wellbeing and art projects.
Sr Joan is directly responding to local need in Bury, by reloca ng her
community work to various deprived areas in Bury, providing discussion
and support groups for those with shared
experiences including ‘The Pepper Pot’ for
older people, ‘Time‐4‐You’ for mul ‐cultural
women, ‘The rainbow café’ as demen a
support, and bereavement support groups.
Caritas works with several other charities in the Diocese of Salford in the
Diocese Social Action Network (DiSAN).
(not all logos
are included
here)

In 2018, why not set up a
‘Culture of encounter’
in your parish?
The Refugee Dine with Me Parish
Toolkit is now available online.
The project simply encourages and assists ordinary people to
invite a local refugee family for a meal and is an easy way to
start your missionary outreach as part of Hope in the Future.
If you would like to arrange a Parish presenta on to learn more,
email RefugeeDineWithMe@caritassalford.org.uk, or view the
pack online at www.caritassalford.org.uk

More than a quarter of
adults will find it diﬃcult to
make ends meet this month.

Join us on the 27th April 2018
Register online: bigsleepout.cornerstonecds.org.uk/

If you know an individual or
family in crisis, maybe we
could help through our
Gubay Crisis Fund,

EVENTS
28th Jan 2018
Caritas Sunday 2018
29th Jan 2018
Community Sponsorship Parish Training
Cathedral Centre
7:30pm 7th Feb 2018
St Bakhita’s Mass - prayer and reflection against human trafficking
St Mary of the Assumption, Burnley
14th Feb 2018
St. Joseph’s Lenten Appeal begins
16th Feb 2018
Mayor Andy Burnham visit to
Cornerstone Day Centre

which provides emergency
grants for up to £400 or
Catholic Family Care which
provides clothes or bedding
to those in need. Please
consider making an applica‐
on through your local
parish, school or Caritas Ser‐
vice, and apply via the Caritas
website, or email:
gubaycrisisfund@caritassalford.org.uk

17th Feb 2018
Caritas Representatives Workshop
Cathedral Centre, Salford
7th April 2018
One day Deaf Service Pastoral Conf.
Blackpool
27th April 2018
Big Sleep Out for Cornerstone
St Christopher’s, Ashton-under-Lyne
26th May 2018 2pm
Mass for Migrants
St John’s Cathedral
For more information about our upcoming events, please
email: info@caritassalford.org.uk

