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Dear Friends,
Welcome to the Christmas and New Year
edi on of the Caritas Beacon that spans the
ending of 2017 and looks forward as a
‘Beacon of Hope’ to a New Year 2018.
It’s been a very busy me for our Charity
especially celebra ng Advent and spending
me with people who need that li le bit of
extra love at this me of year – those living
on their own or families feeling the everyday
pressures of life. An ever‐earlier start to an
ever‐increasing commercialisa on of
Christmas doesn’t help! So, it’s good to
know that many of our staﬀ and volunteers,
working alongside so many excellent
chari es such as the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, Salford Loaves and Fishes, and ‘Out
Pope Francis greets a family at the Va can. (Instagram.com/Franciscus)
There’ ‐ suppor ng families of
prisoners in our diocese ‐ are
“And His Son, where did He send Him? To a palace? To a city,
quietly working to relieve
to start a business? He sent Him to a family! God came into the
loneliness and anxiety by
world in a family. And he was able to do this because this family
crea ng a li le space for the
real message of Christmas to
was a family that had its heart open to love, that had the doors
come into our lives.
open to love.” Pope Francis' impromptu speech at Festival of Families

looking forward...
As we look forward to 2018, there is much to do. Caritas will con nue to
develop its responses to all people in need in the Diocese of Salford and with
your help and support we will reach even more people. As you read this
newsle er, please take me to think how you might be able to help; whether
it be through volunteering at one of our 21 services, or our sister chari es; by
collec ng nned food items for our
food banks; by welcoming a refugee
into your home through the
Refugee Dine with Me programme;
star ng a Laudato Si group or
becoming a regular donor.
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In this bumper edi on:
 Christmas Appeal 2017 ‐ Children and

families
 Making a diﬀerence ‐ Annual Review
 Christmas at Cornerstone
 Hidden Gem Caritas Group
 Bolton Young Parents’ Open Day
 The Poli cs of Faith
 Refugee Family Reunion

Thank you for all your support in
2017 and I wish you, on behalf of
the Caritas trustees and staﬀ, a
peaceful Christmas & New year and
look forward to sharing with you
the message of Good News in 2018.

 How green is your parish?

God Bless,
Mark Wiggin
Director Caritas Diocese of Salford

 Music and Readings Salford Loaves

 Culture of Encounter ‐ Refugee Dine

with Me.
 School Penpal project
 Introducing ‘Out There’

and Fishes
 1 Million Minutes & Volunteering

Children’s Rescue
This year our main Caritas
Christmas appeal focused
on Children and Families.
It is not surprising consider‐
ing our 131 years of
history from the Catholic
Children’s Rescue Society,
that this remains the largest
expenditure of the charity.
We help parents and
children from birth, like
Sarah* who le her home
with her baby due to
domes c violence to live in
our Young Parents’ unit in
Blackburn;
families threatened with
evic on who receive

Making a diﬀerence in our local communi es
We started distribu on of our 2017 Annual Review in November. In addi on to an even
stronger than ever focus on the diﬀerence we make through all of our services and
causes across the Diocese, and in recogni on of the Diocesan Hope in the Future
programme of missionary outreach, we have four full pages dedicated to our work in
Parishes, and four pages dedicated to our work in schools. If you haven't received a
copy, please check online or request one from
Caritas head oﬃce on 0161 817 2250.

salva on from support
workers in our Catholic
Family Project; those who
receive longer term inter‐
ven on, such as 14 weeks
of our Incredible Years©
paren ng courses;
looked a er children who
meet their new families
through our Fostering
Service; and our small
Adop on Support team
help to re‐unite some of the
4,000 adopted adults, who
were adopted between July
1942 and October 2008 in
the
Diocese of Salford (the
oldest of whom are now
over 70 years old!)
We are always delighted
with dona ons received at
this busy me of year, and
thank everyone for taking
the me to support our
work to bring families
together and make them
stronger.

Our new 2017
Annual Review is out now

For more informa on
please contact
info@caritassalford.org.uk

Christmas at Cornerstone
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Christmas can be a very lonely me for many of the
people who come into Cornerstone. This is why we
open on both Christmas Day and Boxing Day; providing
a magnificent and free, three course meal with all the
trimmings in a warm and welcoming environment. We
arrange transport to ensure that everyone who wants
to come to Cornerstone is able to do so. Everybody
spends the whole day with us and receives a Christmas
gi . Thank you to all those who contributed to the
Cornerstone Christmas Appeal. For more informa on,
please visit: www.cornerstonecds.org.uk

Hidden Gem’s Caritas Group
The Caritas Group at St Mary’s (Hidden Gem) Parish, in
the centre of Manchester, have been making a huge
diﬀerence to the homelessness problem that they
witness on their doorstep in St Anne’s Square.
They started oﬀ by understanding the problem,
speaking to the chari es who are already helping and
directly to those individuals aﬀected, then agreed the
best way to tackle it as a parish.

They have been overwhelmed by the number of people
who wanted to help, but who had previously felt so
helpless as they didn't know how to get involved.
They started collec ng food at the
back of church and distribu ng it
to both the Caritas Lalley Centre
food bank in Collyhurst, and to
Cornerstone in Moss Side. Many
individuals are now volunteering
as part of the Caritas Talk English
Programme, and they have
launched their very own Caritas
homeless fundraising appeal;
distribu ng 2000 envelopes to
their parishioners and visitors to
their city centre loca on.

St Mary’s (Hidden Gem) Parish Caritas Group
dona ons to Lalley Centre Foodbank

They are delighted by the
heart‐warming support they have
received, but also by the way it
has brought their own parish
closer together.

“Children are the joy of the
family and of society. “
Pope Francis
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Bolton Young Parents’ Service Opens its Doors
In November, pupils and staﬀ from Sacred Heart Primary School and Holy Cross College were amongst those
supporters who visited our Bolton mother and baby home. This was a rare opportunity to visit this amazing service,
which provides supported accommoda on to ten mothers and babies at a me in their life when things are most
chao c. The children were new Caritas Ambassador recruits; looking forward to following the example set by those in
the year above them, who presented their year of adventures at the Caritas Ambassador Market Place Day. They
spent the whole morning learning about the service, mee ng mums and babies, and having a look around at the
individual rooms, and the communal areas. The children were impressed by the size of the rooms, comparing them
with their own. Since returning to their schools, they have been busy selling Caritas Christmas Cards to help raise
money for the service.

Abigail*, who is 18 and suﬀers with Mental Health
Issues, moved into Bolton Young Parents’ Service
during the last phases of her pregnancy. “The home
has oﬀered me the support I need. I couldn’t do it on
my own. I didn’t realise quite how emo onal and
physically and mentally ring it would be, but I have
the support around me. I am looking forward to
moving on, to decora ng my daughter’s room and
making it nice, but I’m definitely not ready yet; I
need as much help and support as I can get at the
moment. I am overwhelmed with how I feel about
my baby. It’s not been easy but she has brought me
so much hope; I have someone else to look a er
now.”
*names changed
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The Poli cs of Faith
It is with great pleasure that Caritas hosted Mike
Kane MP for an evening of shared discussion on
‘Homelessness and housing – a Catholic social
teaching perspective.’ on the 30th November at the
Cathedral Centre, Salford. Mike Kane MP is the
Member of Parliament for Wythenshawe and Sale
East, and in October 2016 was appointed Shadow
Minister for Education with responsibility for
Schools.
Recently, he launched a new group with his Labour
parliamentary colleagues called ‘Catholics for
Labour’ aimed at those interested in exploring
and applying the rich vein of Catholic Social
Teaching to public policy, and those considering
participating in public life in the future. Caritas
came to know Mike when he approached us, along
with our partners Revive and Caritas Shrewsbury,
just over a year ago about the appalling conditions
for asylum seekers in his constituency of
Wythenshawe. Together, we formed a project that
responded and is currently thriving under the leadership
of Caritas Shrewsbury.
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Refugee Family Reunion

Refugee Family Reunion is an important
issue and on the 28th November Caritas was able to
host a round table conference; bringing together a
group of specialist refugee workers and organisa ons
who help refugees and their families to re‐unite. The
Today in Manchester, there are 2,000 in temporary
round table mee ng can make an important contribu‐
accommodation and 52 families in Bed and Breakfasts.
on to refugee protec on, rese lement, and the
Affordable housing is urgently needed if this is to change.
Caritas, and others, are all playing their part but if we are quality of life for reunited families here in Greater
Manchester. Sharing experiences highlighted good
to succeed in freeing up unused properties and land for
prac ce and helped iden fy gaps in working with
buildings, new and creative partnerships with housing
associations might just be one good way forward.
refugee families, especially new arrivals who are
unclear about how to nego ate the numerous
systems and processes in the UK. The mee ng helped
How Green is your parish or
par cipants to appreciate the scale of need, the
school?
demands on services, and where support oﬀers can be
strengthened.
An an cipated outcome will be to work
Pope Francis is calling for a fresh look at
together more eﬀec vely going forward. The mee ng
Our Common Home ‐ its beauty and its degrada on.
was a ended by the Bri sh Red Cross, GMIAU,
Refugee Ac on, City of Sanctuary, Boaz Trust, Revive,
In his encyclical le er ‘Laudato Si’ he encourages us all to
Rainbow Haven, and Caritas.
make the changes necessary to live in peace and harmony
with our world.
A gathering of the northern diocese Jus ce
and Peace members met at the Cathedral
Centre, Salford on 29th November 2017 to
discuss ‘Our Common Home’ and learn from
each other.
The ques on asked was: How we can best
work together to respond to the cry of the
earth and the cry of the poor? It’s a vital
ques on if we are to avoid irreversible dam‐
age to the Earth, and the inter‐connectedness
to each other and nature itself.
One way forward in 2018, could be for each
parish or school taking up the Live Simply
Award.

‘Culture of encounter’ in parishes
The Refugee Dine with Me Parish Toolkit was
launched at the Caritas World Day of the Poor
event at Guardian Angels Parish. The project simp‐
ly encourages and assists ordinary
people to invite a local refugee
family for a meal.
If you would like to learn more,
email RefugeeDineWithMe@caritassalford.org.uk
to arrange a Parish presenta on, or view the pack
online at www.caritassalford.org.uk
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Fair; raising funds for Bury Red Door
James Frith, MP for Bury North, recently went
along to the Bury
Red Door project
to find out first
hand about the
problems faced by
homeless and
vulnerable adults.
St Augus ne’s High School raised £830
for Bury Red Door by carrying out a non‐
uniform day.

Le ers of welcome
School children from St Joseph's and St
Bede’s Junior school have been wri ng to
refugees who are part of the Caritas Talk
English programme. Six of the Caritas
English students have been invited to
class as VIPs, on 14th
December. They will
take part in a Q&A and
be able to a end the
school’s pantomime and
a er party!

Cornerstone Thanksgiving Volunteers Mass
On 2nd December, we enjoyed a Thanksgiving Mass for our volunteers and
helpers. Fr Tom Mulheran’s homily on the real meaning of love le
everyone with plenty to think about.
A er mass, everyone was invited to partake in Sr Lucy’s delicious buﬀet .
This was our way of expressing our gra tude to our volunteers and
helpers, for all their loyalty, commitment, and help; without them we just
couldn’t open our doors.

Hundreds of people sent in gi s of toys and funds to the
Toy Appeal, run by Dee and Chris Drake to provide a sack of
toys to children in the Manchester and Cheshire area, following
a call from Caritas Schools’ Service.
The school service makes referrals to the Toy
Appeal, for children and young people, via school
social workers, counsellors, and head teachers.

Caritas works with several other charities in the
Diocese of Salford in the Diocese Social Action
Network (DiSAN).

Out There
One such charity is Out There; they have asked
that we think about them, and those that they
support, in our thoughts and prayers over the
Christmas period. They are a charity working
across Greater Manchester supporting those who
have a close family member in prison, most of
whom are women. Families of
prisoners face a system that they
don’t understand and often lack

Remember the poor this Christmas
Nearly 300 supporters joined Salford Loaves and
Fishes and Caritas in their annual Advent service,
with the reminder that Advent should be a time of
generosity of spirit. Bishop John echoed Pope
Francis’ message that

’Christmas has been “taken
hostage” by dazzling
materialism that puts God in the shadows and
blinds many to the needs of the hungry, the
migrants and the war weary.’
Charities like Salford Loaves
and Fishes and Caritas Diocese
of Salford, are, in contrast,
reaching out to those in need; feeding the hungry;
comforting those in discomfort; and helping the
homeless to find a roof over their heads.

support from those close to them. Mothers face the
difficulty of how much to tell their child, whilst
children themselves face bullying, confusion, and
anxiety. Out There visit families in their own home to
support them through this.
Through home visits and telephone support, Out
There provides much needed support to the families
of prisoners who face a stressful and uncertain time.
When families are supported they can turn their lives
around. With the help of family members, prisoners
are much less likely to re-offend. If you would like
more information or to support the work of Out There,
please get in touch on 0161 232 8986 or
outheresfop@yahoo.co.uk
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Out There supported Sam and her
daughter, who were struggling with
the devastation that Brian’s imprisonment had caused. Sam had a serious illness and a low income, and she was worried
about Brian who was being bullied in prison. Out
There assisted Sam with a claim for housing benefit
and PIP, accompanied her to an appeal, and wrote
a supporting letter. They also raised concerns with
the prison Chaplain, Safer Custody, and the Independent Monitoring Board, until Brian’s cell mate
was moved. Sam also got involved in one of their
Wellbeing days, which helped her to relax during
this stressful time. As Brian’s release date approached Out There answered Sam’s questions
about Home Detention Curfew and Probation. When
Brian was released they referred them both to a
counselling service, to help deal with the emotional
impact of Brian’s sentence and to readjust to normal
life. Out There obtained a suit for Brian’s job interview, where he was successful in obtaining work.

EVENTS

Good Morning Britain 1 Million Minutes

9th Dec 2017 11am-2pm
Lalley Christmas Fair
Lalley Centre, Collyhurst

Caritas is taking part in the Good Morning Britain #1million
minutes campaign to grow our number of volunteers. Find out
how you can help by searching ‘Caritas’ at neighbourly.com, or
emailing volunteering@caritassalford.org.uk

13th Jan 2018
Caritas Sunday briefing for
Caritas Representatives
28th Jan 2018
Caritas Sunday 2018

Through Neighbourly, you
can volunteer to help people
like Edna, pictured, through
the North Manchester
Befriending Service.

29th Jan 2018
Community Sponsorship —
Parish training for welcoming
refugees
14th Feb 2018
St. Joseph’s Lenten Appeal
begins
16th Feb 2018
Mayor Andy Burnham visit to
Cornerstone Day Centre
17th Feb 2018
Caritas Representatives Workshop
Cathedral Centre, Salford
26th May 2018 2pm
Mass for Migrants
St John’s Cathedral

