APRIL
EDITION
14th Edi on

Dear Friends,
Welcome to our April edi on, which highlights some of the
great work going on in our Homeless and Refugee
Response Services, and with our parishes and schools.
Thank you for your prayers and generous giving for all of
our wide range of services over the Lent period.
Mark Wiggin,
Director Caritas Diocese of Salford

Muslims and Catholics United
On Monday 19th March, Caritas Diocese of Salford and
Greater Manchester Ci zens were pleased to welcome
nearly forty people to an exci ng joint mee ng
between Muslims and Catholics from across Greater
Manchester, held in the evening at the Cathedral
Centre, Salford.

The mee ng was a catalyst for stronger bonds of
friendship, trust and mutual understanding between
two faith communi es as they addressed the need to
Andy Burnham visit ahead of the
work together in suppor ng refugees and asylum
seekers, especially through the Community Sponsor‐
CORNERSTONE BIG SLEEP OUT!
On 13th March, Sister Lucy Dunne greeted Andy Burnham, ship scheme as pioneered by Caritas Diocese of Salford
Mayor of Greater Manchester, and welcomed his support for the rese ling of refugees, and on which the
for the important work that Cornerstone does. Sister Lucy, Catholic church is now leading the way na onally.
Director of the Syrian community group Rethink, Re‐
now in her 80s has served relessly at the Cornerstone
build Society, Dr Haytham Alhamwi summarised the
Centre for the past fi een years.
message from the evening when he said:
Andy took me to speak and listen to clients as he was
“Be the extended family that refugees need. Human,
given a tour of the Centre and its services, including the
‘Safe Haven’ night shelter or ‘Pods’, and the Morning Star spiritual support is more important than money.”
Hostel.
Increasing Accommoda on Support across all of our Homeless Projects

Three years ago, Cornerstone was not providing any accommoda on
support. Due to the significant rise in homelessness, Cornerstone can now
accommodate up to 70 people per night, through the Safe Haven Pods
(twenty six beds), five shared houses, and a twenty‐bed Hostel.

Join us on the 27th April 2018
Register online: bigsleepout.cornerstonecds.org.uk/

Please consider suppor ng
us on our BIG SLEEP OUT
(or Youth Sleep Out*) on
27th April to raise funds
and awareness to con nue
our great work.
*for more informa on on the Youth Sleep Out:
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/youth‐sleep‐out/

In the last year alone, the charity has helped to provide accommoda on
to 178 people, with 70 of those being supported into more permanent
accommoda on. We will con nue to increase our focus in this area, thanks
to our new Big Lo ery Funded ‘Door Steps – From the Street to Suite’
accommoda on project, and con nued help from all our supporters.

CARITAS IN OUR PARISHES

Welcoming Parishes
Two of the ten parishes in the Diocese of Salford who
have set up groups to welcome a refugee family, have
now received final approval from the Home Oﬃce. St
Mary's, Burnley have a property that is occupancy ready‐
their family should be arriving in May; St Michael's & St
Bernade e's, Whitefield have a family arriving in June.
Felicity Brangan from St Michael and St Bernade e's
Community Sponsorship Group has talked about the
transforma ve eﬀect of working together in the parish.

"We have been together for a year. It has been a
Photo: St Michael & St
wonderful period of developing and deepening our
Bernade e Community
friendships as well as reaching out to others in the wider
Sponsorship Group
community and learning so many new skills. There is a
tangible atmosphere of love. We love each other, without love we can do nothing.
This is even before our family has arrived from the refugee camp.
We have secured a property in the heart of our community working with a housing
Photos: Caritas Diocese of Salford
associa
on. Now we are on to the second phase: preparing for their arrival within the
next couple of months; furnishing the home; repairing the garden; pu ng into places
welfare and employment opportuni es; preparing lessons to teach the parents
English; working with the local authority to provide school places for the children;
preparing welcome packs and when they arrive being with them to guide them safely
to their new lives eventually promo ng independence.
The scale of the project is quite daun ng; but we have
achieved so much already. We are taking it one step at
a me, it has been great fun and we are always guided
by the Caritas Sponsorship Community Scheme."

Asylum Seekers Support
‘Since joining Caritas Refugee Response, I have been
privileged to work with enthusias c volunteers who an‐
swered a ‘Call to Ac on’ to support asylum seekers in
their communi es.
I do not intend to use this space to talk about the plight
of refugees; rather, I would like to talk about wonderful
things that are happening, thanks to volunteers in our
parishes.

Amir Raki, training a group of parishioners.

Across the other side of Pendle Hill, in addi on to their
annual Refugee Welcome Day and their lead on Refugee
Dine with Me, Ribble Valley parishioners have ini ated
Since 2016, parishes across Rossendale have joined to
another drop‐in centre for refugees called Clitheroe
run a drop‐in centre based at Haslingden Community
English Club to help asylum seekers live a be er life by
Link. They have been pu ng their faith into ac on by
learning English.
responding to the needs of asylum seekers in their
With ‘Hope in the Future’ volunteers are strengthening
neighbourhood. The power of their faith has been strong their communi es and growing their outreach by provid‐
enough to mobilise other service providers (Rossendale ing support for asylum seekers.
Borough Council, DWP, Serco, Schools and GP prac ces) Everyone does something to contribute: teaching
to join them in their endeavour. This has led to the form‐ English, making appointments on their behalf, filling in
ing of a mul ‐agency forum known as the Rossendale
forms, accompanying them to hearings, or spending
Refugee and Asylum Seeker Support (RASS) network
quality me with a lonely refugee over a cup of tea.
with more than ten ac ve members.
If you want to know how you can sup‐
port local need, please get in contact;
They are now providing support to 48 asylum seekers
we need your healing hands!’
who have been rese led in the area, awai ng for a
Amir Raki
decision on their request for asylum. It is humbling to
Caritas Refugee Response Coordinator
see this huge momentum among Catholic communi es
a.raki@caritassalford.org.uk
to support refugees.

CARITAS IN OUR SCHOOLS

Credit: Simon Caldwell

Art Student celebrates St Joseph

On 19th March, the Feast of St. Joseph, a
St. Ambrose Barlow Sixth Form A level art student,
Ellie Stephens, came to Caritas with her family and
parish priests to present a special gi of her portrait
of St. Joseph.
The image is a fascina ng portrayal of this humble
saint that we know so li le about, even though he
was the husband of Mary and the foster parent of
Jesus.
Ellie decided to paint and gi her A‐level art portrait
a er listening to all the amazing work Caritas does in
the community and she wanted to give something
Photo: Mike Kane MP
back. Caritas services all have safeguarding and pro‐
tec on of vulnerable people at their heart.
Today our work with Refugee Response, our Foster Care service, Adop on Support service and our Young Parents
Homes, have all evolved out of a sense of Chris an service to the most vulnerable, to those who need protec on
and safeguarding. Many of the Caritas services are also named a er St. Joseph including St Joseph’s Mission to Deaf
People and St Joseph’s Welfare Service to Older People, as well as the St Joseph’s Penny – the schools Lenten col‐
lec on that dates back to 1904.
Receiving the gi at a simple unveiling service in the St Joseph’s Chapel of the Cathedral, Mark Wiggin, Director
Caritas, said, “Your portrait of Joseph the man rather than Joseph the saint captures this brilliantly. The portrait
will be a permanent reminder to all of us here in Caritas to serve with love, courage and tenderness.”

FUN‐raising!
Stories of exci ng and in‐
nova ve fundraising ac v‐
i es have been coming
from some of our schools
during Lent, as they learn
about Caritas Projects.
Photo: Holy Family R.C. Primary School, Salford
The pupils pictured here,
showing oﬀ their decorat‐
ed plant pots, are from
St James the Less RC
Responding to families in crisis
Primary School, Rawtenstall. We will be producing a full
Since its start in October 2017, the Gubay Crisis Fund update in me for our Celebra on Masses in
June. Please send through your pictures and
has helped 55 individuals and families in crisis, with
details of projects from your school by 27th
referrals predominantly coming from Schools and
April to stjosephpenny@caritassalford.org.uk
Caritas workers, from across the Diocese of Salford.
In one example, thanks to support from a furniture
charity, Caritas was able to completely furnish a new
house for Stacey*, an expectant Mum who had fled
domes c violence and was des tute. Her support
worker applied to the Gubay Crisis Fund and Stacey
was later able to bring her new baby home to a warm
and cosy environment.
*names changed
If you know someone in crisis, maybe we could help.
The Gubay Crisis Fund provides emergency grants for
up to £400. Please consider making an applica on
through your local parish, school or Caritas Service,
and apply via the Caritas website, or email:
gubaycrisisfund@caritassalford.org.uk

St Brendan’s RC Primary were one of six schools to join our
March Caritas Ambassador Training and Commissioning Day

Loneliness Connects Seminar
Saturday 23 June, 11am ‐ 5pm (Lunch Provided)
At St Michael’s Hall, Ribble Dr, Whitefield, M45 8NJ
St Bernade e’s & St Michael’s Parish in associa on
with
Manchester Metropolitan University & 42nd Street,
are convening a Loneliness Awareness Seminar.
This FREE Seminar invites Teachers, Parents,
GPs, Social Services, Young People & Youth Leaders
and the Community to ac vely par cipate, gain an
understanding, eﬀec vely support and raise awareness
that Loneliness aﬀects not only the old
But also the young in our community.
To register your interest email:
info@caritassalford.org.uk

EVENTS
More than a quarter of adults will find it
diﬃcult to make ends meet this month.
If you know an individual or family in crisis, maybe we could help through
our Gubay Crisis Fund, which provides emergency grants for up to £400 or
Catholic Family Care which provides clothes or bedding to those in need.
Please consider making an applica on through your local parish, school or
Caritas Service, and apply via the Caritas website, or send an email
to gubaycrisisfund@caritassalford.org.uk

27th April 2018
&
Big Sleep Out
St Christopher’s, Ashton

27th April 2018
Youth Sleep Out
Thornleigh High School

18th May 2018
Find Out About Fostering
Cathedral Centre, Salford
2pm 26th May 2018
Annual International Mass
St John’s Cathedral
17th June 2018
Modern Slavery Awareness Launch
1:15pm 20th June 2018 & 10:30am 22nd June 2018
St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal Services
St John’s Cathedral
St Alban’s Blackburn
10am-1pm 8th June 2018
Diocesan Social Action Network DISAN
Cathedral Centre, Salford

Call for Volunteers to join our team...
Do you have half a day per week?
Travel expenses refunded. Please email us:
volunteering@caritassalford.org.uk

11am-5pm 23rd June 2018
Loneliness Connects Seminar
St Michael’s Hall, Whitefield
Contact info@caritassalford.org.uk
for more information on events.

