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Dear Friends, 
Over the next few weeks we are celebra ng our work to welcome, 
support and empower those who are experiencing poverty, 
loneliness and marginalisa on; ensuring all are included, no one is 
le  behind.  This starts with our 90th Anniversary celebra on of 
our Deaf Service on 15th June, and is closely followed by a series 
of events to celebrate Refugee Week, which concludes with our 
3rd Annual Interna onal Mass at Salford Cathedral. 
As we witness the turmoil in the poli cal landscape, we recognise 
that it is us, civil society who must take the ini a ve for change in 
our communi es. To both inspire and be inspired, be sure to join 
parishioners, young people and Changemakers from across the 
Diocese at our Parish Social Ac on Conference.   

Mark Wiggin, Director, Caritas Diocese of Salford 

    Andy Burnham will speak at our July conference on Social Ac on.   
    Pictured here speaking to pupils about taking ac on on Homelessness,  
     at St Ambrose Primary School’s Li le Sleep Out. 

NO ONE LEFT BEHIND 

Our Vision: 
Caritas fights poverty, injus ce and inequality 
because we envision a society in which all 
people are welcomed, valued and supported 
so even the most disadvantaged can reach 
their full poten al. 

Each year we join together 
with the Diocesan Ethnic  
Communi es, Parish  
Refugee Groups, and     
Na onal and Interna onal 
choirs to celebrate the  
diversity and vibrancy in 
our Diocese at our Annual   
Interna onal Mass. 
#NoOneLe Behind 



Catholic Social Teaching—Interfaith  
Catholic Social Teaching (CST), o en referred to as 
“The Catholic Church’s best kept secret”, is at the 
bea ng heart of Caritas’s new Lazarus Project.  This is 
par cularly interes ng if you consider that half of the 
Lazarus trainees have been of a different religious 
faith or no faith. 

Supported by funding from the Plater Trust, the  
Lazarus project gives a voice and pla orm to those 
who have experienced poverty, social isola on,  
marginalisa on and other nega ve effects of what 
Pope Francis describes as our ‘throw away culture’. 

To date, seventeen individuals who are either  
beneficiaries of our various Caritas services or  
volunteers, have completed a training programme 

that has equipped them with the necessary skills to share 
their stories publically, inspiring others to take social  
ac on and become the missionary disciples we are all 
called to be in a “Church that is poor and for the poor.” 

Kathryn Ansley, our CST trainer, commented “Focussing 
each training session around one of the themes of CST 
set a safe and loving tone, which enabled trainees to 
share their personal experiences, o en rela ng back to 
their own faith and values which enriched the 
discussion.”   For example, reading a reflec on from 
Blessed John Henry Newman led to a fascina ng 
discussion about belief in miracles in different faiths and 
cultures, and what is sainthood.  

More recent wri ngs from Pope Francis provoked 
thoughts about what their contribu on could be towards 
making our common home a be er place.  

For some, the prac cal “faith in ac on” call coming 
through loud and clear from such CST themes as  
Solidarity and The Common Good came as an  
unexpected surprise.  

It was very clear, however, that despite the different          
cultures, faiths, beliefs and experiences of the trainees, 
their love for humanity and belief in community brought 
them together in friendship. 

Since the training, Lazarus trainees have spoken at 
various public events; the impact has been 
immense for the individuals concerned, and 
the audience. For the speakers, their  
confidence has soared and for many the 
experience has been cathar c. Making              
connec ons with the wider community will 
open new doors and accelerate integra on. 
For those listening, the power of personal 
tes mony as a call to ac on cannot be 
underes mated. 

Recalling the mo o of Blessed John Henry 
Newman, our experience from the Lazarus 
Project has certainly been that, given the 
appropriate opportunity and 
encouragement, ‘heart speaks unto heart.’ 
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A Code for Life 
Here in Caritas we believe that Catholic Social  
Teaching (CST) is a code for life ‐ an indispensable  
component of our iden ty. At the core of Catholic  
Social Teaching are a number of key concepts and  
principles. Chief among these are jus ce, human  
dignity, the common good, the principles of  
par cipa on, solidarity, subsidiarity, and the op on for 
the poor.   

But what does CST really mean for the concrete daily 
ac ons and strategic op ons of Caritas staff,  
volunteers and trustees? How can CST become the 
bea ng heart of our organisa on? How can CST  
become the living source of an inspired  
organisa on? These are just some of the ques ons we 
are determined to answer in a new pilot scheme with 
our sister Caritas organisa ons alongside CSAN (Caritas 
Social Ac on Network) the official social ac on agency 
of the Bishops Conference of England and Wales.  

As part of the pilot scheme Caritas Diocese of  
Salford will create a new induc on programme that 
introduces all new employees and volunteers to the 
principles of CST and invites them to take up just one of 
the principles and apply it to their daily work.  The  
record of their experience will inform and shape the 
pilot both locally and na onally.  

Fr Gerard Murphy, Episcopal Vicar for Caritas 

presents cer ficates to Lazarus beneficiaries. 

Lazarus beneficiaries speaking at an event 

with Mark Wiggin and Kath Ansley. 



BIG SLEEP OUT 

The Fi h Big Sleep Out, held in May to raise 
awareness and much needed funds to support 
homeless people, was hailed as a great success!   

A record number of 116 people slept out under the 
stars in the ground of the Xaverian College,  
Manchester.  

During the evening Bishop John reminded us that 
“our brothers and sisters are in real need” and that 
Cornerstone “gives people a real sense of hope with 
its great happy family atmosphere that benefits so 
many people.” Since opening Safe Haven night     
provision in November 2015, Cornerstone has       
increased the numbers of beds for homeless people 
to 30 every night. 

Caritas services and parishes are servicing many 
homeless people throughout the diocese and one 
example of this service is the ‘A Bed for Every Night’ 
scheme that has been taken up by parishes such as 
St. Christopher’s and St Ann’s in Ashton.  

Homelessness and des tu on are a growing 
problem in Manchester. Cornerstone creates a safe, 
welcoming environment for homeless people and 
those experiencing hardship by giving 
companionship, support and prac cal help.  

The Centre is run by both paid and voluntary staff 
offering food, clothing, housing advice and a range 
of emergency accommoda on services including 
Safe Haven emergency accommoda on.   Access to 
IT, educa onal and health programmes help people 
take control of their lives and work towards stability 
and a hopeful future. 

You can s ll donate to the Big Sleep‐Out 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/2019bigsleepout 

Cornerstone Day Centre, 0161 232 8888 
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Proper es in Parishes 
There are significant opportuni es in most dioceses to 
address homelessness and develop a modest  
affordable‐housing‐strategy using the assets of the 
diocese, and recycling unused presbyteries.  The 
experience and exper se exists in the diocese property 
departments and there are many parishioners with a professional background and skills in this area of need. 
Partnering with chari es such as Caritas is also a good way forward.  

One example is St John the Bap st presbytery, Rochdale, which is 
owned by and is the responsibility of the parish.   It is a large ground 
floor flat integrated into the main building of the Church with access 
to the main road with kitchen/dining area, lounge, bathroom and 3 
bedrooms.  It is in good condi on.  The trustees of Caritas and the 
Diocese have approved this as a Caritas project.  The project will be a 
pilot in the use of a parish‐owned property put to community benefit 
for people with no recourse to public funding such as asylum seekers. 

On average there are around 15,000 people made des tute each year 
and Rochdale has a significant popula on of people who are homeless. 

 
Photo: Mike Berrell ‐ St John the Bap st, Rochdale 

Photo: Cornerstone 



Celebra ng Samir 

Caritas was pleased to co‐host a celebra on event 
recognising the incredible journey Samir has undertaken.  
Samir and his family were the first refugee family to be 
rese led as part of the Community Sponsorship 
programme. In the two and a half years that they have 
been here, not only have they learned English, become 
embedded in their local community and forged deep and 
meaningful rela onships; Samir has recently opened a 
restaurant serving delicious middle eastern cuisine.  

In order to recognise and celebrate this achievement, we 
invited guests to share an evening of entertainment at the 
beau ful Stre ord Public Hall. With the support of many 
people; groups of parishioners, members of other 
Community Sponsorship groups and recently arrived  
refugee families, we ate, connected and were able to 
enjoy the fruits of Samir’s hard work.  

Bishop John spoke at the event, highligh ng the 
importance of connec ng with one another and building 
posi ve rela onships across na onali es, religions and 
experiences; to see the commonali es we share as  
humans.  Sean Ryan, his children and one of our 
Community Sponsorship leads provided the musical 
entertainment, whilst the invitees ate delicious lamb, 
hummus, tabbouleh and much more besides.   

We really hope this event is one of many celebra ons we 
have as our refugee families gain confidence and have the 
opportunity to develop their skills and achieve their goals. 

If you are interested in finding out more about 
community sponsorship, please email Sean: 
s.ryan@caritassalford.org.uk 

Caritas Refugee Response  
The refugee and asylum work at Caritas and throughout the diocese is 
growing. We now have a core team in Caritas Refugee Response of 5 
staff responding to the basic needs of refugees and the poverty 
experienced by des tute asylum seekers.  In addi on, Community 
Sponsorship is increasing with more parishes coming forward to offer 
refugee families a home in their communi es.   
A special des tu on project, in partnership with the Manchester Law 
Centre and the Greater Manchester Asylum Seekers Unit, is also at work 
exploring and challenging, through the law, the basic human rights of 
people with nothing; the project will also look at how the law needs to 
be reformed to help people with no recourse to public funding.  Our 
Educa on Service is enabling over 100 refugees to improve their English 
and find work. Without work, depression and loneliness can set in and 
this service provides a support network to many refugees that value our 
services, welcoming people and offering a sense of 
belonging. It’s not ‘Home from Home’ but it’s a start 

to rebuilding lives. Finally, we are about to open our first 
accommoda on unit for des tute asylum seekers at St 
John’s Parish in the heart of Rochdale.  This is an 
ini a ve of the parish and local people, and is supported 
by Caritas.  We look forward to repor ng on its opening 
in the next edi on of the Beacon! 
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DIFFERENT PASTS,  
SHARED FUTURE 

NO ONE LEFT BEHIND 

Please join Caritas in celebra ng 
Refugee Week 2019, walking 
alongside and in solidarity with 
people from all backgrounds and 
cultures.  See our website for a full 
list of events, including Refugee Dine 
with Me event at Cornerstone, 
celebra ons in Rochdale parishes 
and culmina ng in our Annual 
Interna onal Mass.    



Love In Ac on 
There was certainly a lively buzz in the 
room when the newly‐commissioned 
team of Caritas Ambassadors from St 
Joseph’s RC Primary, Reddish met with 
some of our St Joseph’s Welfare 
befriending service users at a special 
event at Cathedral Centre.  The day was 
organised as part of the Lazarus Project, 
funded by the Plater Trust, to give a 
voice to those who have experienced or 
are at risk of social isola on. 
Earlier in the day, our guests found out a li le more about Caritas and its roots in Catholic Social Teaching. They then 
had the opportunity to share what difference the befriending service makes to their lives: 

‘‘I have always been so ac ve and involved, and s ll feel very young and independent, however I have no family; no one 
nearby.  I miss people.” “It’s great to have someone coming to visit and to talk to; we usually finish up laughing to be honest.’’  
“It means you are not by yourself all the me.”  “ I can’t get to church anymore due to my health… However Sr Ann‐Marie 
comes to give us Holy Communion.  We sing songs and I always feel amazing a erwards.’’ 

The Caritas Ambassadors enjoyed explaining about their role and mission before serving lunch and comple ng a 
team quiz with our guests.  A er lunch our guests generously shared their stories and experiences of growing up. 
The Ambassadors were keen to listen and learn what life was like as a young person in days gone by. We were also 
delighted that Fr Ged Murphy, Episcopal Vicar for Caritas, was able to pop by to say hello to everyone.  The event 
was a great example of Love In Ac on and we hope there will be many future opportuni es to bring the genera ons 
together to inspire each other and simply enjoy being in each others’ company.  

“It was very special to spend the a ernoon with the older people. We loved to listen to 
them talk about what they have done in their lives. They inspired us to do as much as we 
can to help people like them who might be lonely. They explained to us how much 
difference it makes to have people show that they care about them.” Caritas 

Ambassador. 

“Inspiring. Wonderful. It 
would be lovely to meet the 
Caritas Ambassadors again.” 
SJW service‐user. 

“The intergenera onal work 
is wonderful…How much of 
an impact this day has 
made on all involved, it was 
truly a worthwhile day.” 
Older Persons’ Manager. 

For more informa on on 
this project, please email 

k.ansley@caritassalford.org.uk 

The Edge Group from  St Augus ne’s High 

School and its feeder primary schools  

welcomed 97‐year‐old parishioner Chris Carr 

to their group; the young people  eagerly 

learned how Chris helped care for her 

community when she was their age, and how 

she appreciated a smile, and a gentle offer of 

help by younger people when she was walking 

in the neighbourhood. 
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#BeTheChange through Community Organising 

Community Organising is an effec ve way to partner with 
other groups in your community to make a change on a 
common issue. 

The Diocese of Salford is a founda on member of Greater 
Manchester Ci zens and has encouraged its growth in 
our diocese.  

The reason for the support is that Ci zens is an effec ve 
movement that can mobilise communi es to get things 
done and is a grassroots organisa on bringing together  

Global Healing 

In the second of 
the series of three 
Global Healing 
events, the Live 
Simply Group  at 
Our Lady of the 
Valley Parish, recently showed the film Before the 
Flood, as part of its series of Wednesday evening 
events.  The film featuring Leonardo DiCaprio presents 
a frightening but inspira onal picture of what is 
happening to our environment and what people are 
doing about it.   Pope Francis appears near the end of 
the film urging everybody to accept responsibility and 
act.  Global Healing is produced by CaFE (Catholic Faith 
Explora on) on behalf of the Bishops’ Conference of 
England & Wales and recommended by Bishop 
John.  You can find it at www.ourcommonhome.co.uk 

One way that the Parish of Our Lady of the Valley Live 
Simply Group has responded to Bishop John’s Lenten 
Pastoral Le er on the environment is by making eco 
bricks.  The eco bricks are made by pushing non‐
recyclable plas c waste into 2‐litre milk bo les. You 
need to get the eco brick really ght but it’s astonishing 
how much plas c waste you can cram into a bo le – up 
to 600 grams ‐ which takes up an enormous amount of 
space before it’s compressed.  The eco bricks go to the 
Laudato Si Centre at Wardley Hall where they will be 
used to build raised gardens and other structures.   

Live Simply & Laudato Si’ 

We are fortunate that Bishop John is passionate about 
the environment, and for the lead he is giving us.  As 
Bishop for the Environment he is se ng an example by 
turning the extensive grounds of his residence at Wardley 
Hall into a major environmental project.   

 
The Laudato Si Centre seeks 
to respond to the challenge 
of Laudato Si’ by crea ng a 
space for prac cal ac on, 
which will help to educate us 
to leave a sustainable world 
for future genera ons. 

Schools and parishes are invited to be part of a 
consulta on process to say what they want from the 
centre.  You can read more about the centre on the 
Diocesan website, or respond directly: 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/S2VN3ZN   

Laudato Si’ and Evangelii Guadium are more explicit and 
harder hi ng than previous Popes’ wri ngs and they 
demand a change of thinking and a change in the way we 
live our lives.  As Helder Camara, formerly Archbishop of 
Olinda and Recife, Pernambuco said: "God does not 
accept praise, gi s and honour from those who have no 
eye or heart for the human family.” 

Anthony Brown, Our Lady of the Valley Parishioner  
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churches, mosques, schools and other local ins tu ons 
to talk about the issues affec ng their communi es.  

The talk always leads to ac on and the ac on changes 
lives. Currently Caritas is promo ng the #BeTheChange 
Campaign and we hope that in Greater Manchester we 
partner 7 parishes that want to join Caritas and Ci zens 
to be the change to make the posi ve difference that 
builds strong communi es, welcomes the stranger and 
respects the dignity of every individual.  

To find out more, please email 
comms@caritassalford.org.uk 

GM Ci zens Leadership Mee ng 12th June 2019 



A Catholic Response to Domes c Abuse 

Day for Life on 16th June is the day in the Church’s 
year dedicated to raising awareness about the 
meaning and value of human life at every stage and in 
every condi on. This year’s theme is the Catholic 
response to domes c violence.  

Caritas Services frequently meet men and women 
who have suffer domes c abuse: we house mothers 
who have fled unsafe homes in our Blackburn and 
Bolton homes, provide loving foster care families for 
children who have been removed from violent 
circumstances, provide support and counselling 
through our Schools Service and Caritas Family 
Projects and in our homeless and community shelters.   
Resources will be sent directly to the parishes; please 
look out for them.  www.dayforlife.org 
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Fostering‐Friendly Parishes and Schools 

The number of children who are looked‐a er con nues 
to rise: the latest figures show that as at 31 March 2018, 
there were 75,420 looked‐a er children in England, up 
4% on the previous year.  Looking a er a fostered child is 
a complex and challenging role.  Every child has his or her 
own par cular set of needs and the task of a foster carer 
is to meet those needs and then help that child to aim 
high and to achieve his or her full poten al.  

Thank you for promo ng Caritas Fostering in your 
schools and parishes with us in May, and thank you to all 
those who a ended our fostering recruitment event. The 
event was well a ended and we have received some 
posi ve enquiries from families looking at joining our 
fostering service. 

We are keen to help parishes and schools to be 
welcoming, inclusive places for families, especially those 
who are carers, and those who foster or adopt children.  
As such we invite parishes who might want to pilot our 
Fostering Friendly Parish and Schools programme. 

If your parish or school wants to learn more, or if you are 
personally interested in fostering and want to be part of 
a team that strives to enhance the lives of vulnerable 
children and young people, then please contact us on 
0161 8172250 or email us info@caritasfostering.org.uk, 
we would love to hear from you.  Photo: Caritas Fostering 



2019 
EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15th  June 2019  

90th Birthday of  St Joseph’s  

Mission for the Deaf 

 

17th‐23rd  June 2019  

Refugee Week 

Various, see website 

 

22nd  June 2019 2pm 

Annual Interna onal Mass 

St John’s Cathedral, Salford 

 

6th July 2019 10am‐3pm 

Hope in the Future  

Parish Social Ac on 

Holy Cross College, Bury 

 

21st September 2019 10am‐2pm 

Caritas Representa ve Workshop 

Cathedral Centre, Salford 

 

27th September 2019 

Caritas Fes val 

Brownedge St Mary’s 

 

14th September 2019 10:30‐3:30 

Welcome the Refugee Day 

St Teresa’s Primary School, Irlam 

 

14th October 2019 

Caritas Ambassadors Training & 

Commissioning 

Cathedral Centre, Salford 

 

16th November 2019 

World Day of Poor 
--- 
 

Save the date 2020: 
Caritas Ambassadors Training & 

Commissioning 

Fri 7th Feb 2020  

Thurs 7th May 2020 

School Resources:‐ 

University Construc on 
Community Fund  

Calling local businesses, chari es, 
organisa ons & educa onal  

establishments. 

Join Us for an evening of 
conversa on & food. 

Please register on one of the following dates: 
18th June, 26th June, 3rd July 

h ps:// nyurl.com/RefugeeDineWithMe 
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