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Dear Friends, 

As we face the uncertainties that a General Election and Brexit 
negotiations may bring, one thing is certain: there will always be a 
need for caritas – love, charity and justice! Today, there are so many 
people experiencing unnecessary poverty and facing the scandal of 
homelessness. Here at Caritas, as with so many of our sister 
organisations, we are stretched to provide basic services that reach 
out to so many people in need. That is why your generosity, support 
and voluntary time is so precious to us. There has been a marvellous 
response to the Caritas call to action across the Diocese of Salford. 
Thank you to all who took part or supported the Big Sleep Out this 
year, those who joined us in the first ever Mass for Migrants in 
Salford Cathedral and to everyone who offers even a few minutes of 
their time to respond to the needs of their neighbour. This month 
during Fostering Fortnight we invite you to learn more about the vital 
role we can play in the lives of so many vulnerable children who need 
the stability of a loving family.  

Mark Wiggin 
Director Caritas Diocese 
of Salford 

Big Sleep Out 
 

Manchester now hosts 
the largest homeless population in the North-West. Figures have revealed 
that the numbers of people rough sleeping and those without a home has 
grown exponentially in recent years. The Cornerstone ‘Big Sleep Out’ took 
place on Friday 21st April at St. Christopher’s RC Church in Ashton-under-
Lyne. Over 160 people took part in the event, including Bishop John 
Arnold. Last year, £47,000 was raised which enabled Cornerstone to offer 

emergency accommodation for up to 40 
people each night through their ‘Safe 
Haven’ night shelter,  as well as four 
shared houses. This year’s Sleep Out is set 
to raise even more funds with £39,550 
already having been collected on Just 
Giving donation website. 
 

On the night, Big Sleep Out participants 
heard from two beneficiaries who shared how Cornerstone provided them 
with a safe supportive place and how, through the love and welcome 
received, they had transformed their situations.  One gentleman from 
Manchester shared how he had become homeless after he had 
dropped out of University. He had considered taking his own 
life, before being directed to Cornerstone. Another man shared 
how he had fled the war in Syria to seek asylum in the UK and 
spoke of the terrifying two and half month journey to get to 
the UK, followed by the difficulty of life here without any 
contacts or speaking English. Both expressed their deep 
gratitude to the staff for the help they had received.  
 

Senior support worker Angela Shannon, who organised 
the Big Sleep Out said, ‘It is fantastic to see so many 
sponsors and supporters here sleeping out to raise 
funds. At Cornerstone we have encountered a 
massive surge in rough sleepers. There is a desperate 
need for more emergency and affordable accommodation in 
Manchester. Now we can support 48 people with emergency and 
temporary accommodation thanks to the generosity of our supporters’. 
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Mass for Migrants 
On 1st May, the Diocese of Salford and 
Caritas held the inaugural Mass for 
Migrants at St John’s Cathedral.  Over 
250 people attended and many were 
visibly moved by rousing and 
emotional performances from St 
Patrick’s African Choir, Just Youth and 
Safe Gorton, with readings from pupils 
from Stonyhurst College.  
 

Speaking about the Mass, Bishop John 
Arnold said, ‘The Diocese of Salford and the wider community 
have greatly benefited from migration, not just in recent years 
but throughout the history of migration to Greater Manchester 
and Lancashire.   Our parishes have a wonderful sense of 
community and diversity and this Mass was an opportunity to 
celebrate and recognise the contribution of those who have 
chosen to settle and make the Diocese of Salford their home.  I 
look forward to the Migrants Mass playing an important role in 
our Church Calendar for many years to come. ‘  

5th Edition 
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Celebrating our Foster Carers 
Since 1950, Caritas has been providing fostering services.  From 8th
– 21st May, we will celebrate Fostering Fortnight. These two weeks 
will recognise and raise awareness of the 
hard work, commitment and endeavours 
that our foster carers provide on a regular 
basis.   Caritas will be celebrating by holding 
a special event for our foster carers.   
 

We are also very keen to speak with fami-
lies who are interested to find out more 
about fostering and to see if they can offer a 
nurturing family environment, where children and 
young people have the best opportunities in life.  
 
There are currently up to 70,000 children in the UK care system, and 
this figure is due to rise.  Recruiting fostering families is essential in 
meeting the continued need of Looked After Children  and Caritas is 
committed to supporting this, following the appointment of  
Anthony Turner, as our new Fostering Manager. 

Photo: Clockwork Childcare 

Photo: Cornerstone CDS 

Photo: Paul Shipp 



Missionary Parishes 
Caritas was very pleased to contribute, when St Edmunds, Our Lady 
& the Lancashire Martyrs, Little Hulton and Christ the King, Walkden 
parishioners met together in April to explore how to express their 
faith in their community.  Sr Mary Considine from Caritas introduced  
the elderly befriending parish project, Embrace, that is being 
developed nationally with SVP and Caritas Social Action Network 
(CSAN) members, and Meriel Woodward talked about the Caritas 
Family Project’s parenting programme and Refugee Response 
Activities that could take place in their parishes.  Led by Fr Michael 
and Sr Joan, a total of 32 individuals joined the meetings, discussed 
and weighed up different suggestions against the local social needs, 
provisions already set up in the area (like the local Loaves and Fishes, 

and the Mustard Tree Centre) 
and the skills and interests of 
those involved.  They will 
meet again, once individual 
feedback has been collated, to 
agree a way forward for Social 
Action in their Parish. 

 

Greater Manchester Citizens Assembly 
 

It was very appropriate that on 1st May, the feast of St Joseph the 
worker, various groups from civil society; members of churches, 
mosques, synagogues, schools and trade unions joined together as 
Greater Manchester Citizens (GMC) for an assembly to hold the top 
three GM Mayoral Candidates to account; to agree to pledges on 
social issues such as Hate Crime, Housing and Homelessness, Real 
Living Wage and Social Care; and to meet within their first 100 days. 
The Diocese of Salford is a founding member of GMC.  It is chaired 
by Diocesan Trustee and former Chief Constable of Greater 
Manchester Police, Sir Peter Fahy. 
The assembly included several youth performances, school children 
advocating for fairness in their curriculum.  A recovering alcoholic 
who had suffered homelessness received a standing ovation during 
her compelling testimony.   
Caritas’s Sean Ryan and parishioners 
from St Monica’s Flixton were 
formally acknowledged by GMC and 
gave a rousing and inspirational 
account of their experience in being 
the first group in the UK to welcome 
a Syrian family as part of the 
Community Sponsorship 
programme. 
Caritas is proud to uphold social 
justice and help make a better world 
here and now, by advocating for the 
physical and emotional well being of 
individuals. It has at the heart of its 
charitable objects, the promotion of 
Social Justice for the development of 
individuals and community, for the 
benefit of people of all faiths and 
none. 
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CARITAS EARTH INITIATIVE - OUR COMMON HOME 

Pope Francis has taken a global lead in encouraging every 
person on the planet to take action and care for the earth - our 
common home - and preserve it for future generations.  
Laudato Si  is a call to an ‘ecological conversion’ that calls each 
one of us individually to recognise and accept that there are 
serious environmental problems because we are not caring for 
the earth and that we entangled in the exploitation of the 
earth’s resources in a way that is unsustainable.  

Throughout the Diocese of Salford we have a great resource in 
our schools and parishes to educate people - young and old – 
about our individual and collective responsibility to care for our 
common home.  In the coming months Caritas will be putting  
Laudato Si at the at the heart of our 
educational work by encouraging us all to 
reflect on how we can in Pope Francis’s words 
become a ‘poor church for the poor’.  
 
To begin this new initiative Caritas will be 
supporting Lee House organise a Laudato Si day at St Cecilia's 
High School, Longridge for their year 10 group of 85 students to 
deliver a UN style summit exploring climate change and the role 
of faith groups in bringing about change.  

Parish Fundraising 

Children from the Phoenix Academy of Irish Dance gave a thrilling 

performance at the St James the Less, Parish St Patrick’s Night 

where funds were raised for Caritas Cornerstone Day Centre.  Caritas 

Rep Betsy Keating, said , ‘It was a wonderful night for a great cause.’ 

 

 

 

 

Photo: St James the Less 

Parish Anti-trafficking Awareness  
At a recent meeting between Caritas, the Santa Marta 
Group and East Lancashire Police it was agreed that the 
Caritas Salford’s parish based anti-trafficking group would 
join up to promote awareness and action at a parish level 
to assist in eliminating trafficking and modern day slavery 
in Lancashire.   

The Caritas Anti-Trafficking Group is essentially a parish 
initiative but the East Lancashire Police, our prime 
partner, is seeking to formalise the partnership with Santa 
Marta via a new voluntary sector forum that will be 
created in the coming months. To find out more 
contact Anthony Brown, Caritas Anti-Trafficking 
Group Volunteer Coordinator, 
a.brown@caritassalford.org.uk  Photo: Citizens UK 

mailto:a.brown@caritassalford.org.uk


 

Christ the King’s 

Little Sleep Out 

28 Pupils from Christ the King 
RC Primary in Walkden, led by 
Headteacher Mrs Nicola Potts, 
Deputy Headteacher Joanne 
McAllister and Shane Nolan (Yr 
5 teacher), along with other 
teaching staff and helpers, 
reached out in solidarity by 
doing their own 'Big Sleep Out' 
on the school grounds.  Instead 
of staying in the warmth and 
comfort of their own homes after they 
had finished school on Friday, at 
teatime pupils started filing back to 
school with their sleeping bags, onesies 
and teddies under their arms.    Firstly 
they filed to the parish church for a short 
reflection led by Mgr John Dale.  Here 
they considered the plight of the 
homeless people who had to 
'sleep out' every night, and 
those they had 
gathered to help.  The 
children said that they 
had seen, and were quite 
saddened by, the many people 
sleeping rough on the streets 
of Manchester.  They were 
clearly moved by the situation 
and pleased to be able to help 
and that they could do this in a 
fun way with their friends. 
 

Bishop John Arnold popped in to say hello and to appreciate the 
children's act of charity, on the way to his own sleep out at the 
Cornerstone event.  Bishop John praised the children for their compassion 
and generosity, in support of such a great cause.  After some activities, 
pupils and staff returned to the school hall, which had been transformed 
into a tent city and they settled down to their, somewhat restless, nights 
'sleep'.  For some pupils it was the first opportunity to sleep away from 
home, so it was a really big deal. 

Headteacher Mrs Nicola Potts, 
said, 'We are so proud of what Year 
4 children have achieved.  They 
have raised so much money 
tonight to help those in need, we 
are also really appreciative to the 
Bishop for his visit, and to Mgr John 
Dale and the Parish of Christ the 
King as they have agreed to match 
fund whatever we have raised. 
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Photos:  Caritas Diocese of Salford 

Caritas Ambassador Commissioning 

Pupils from St Ambrose Chorlton, St John 
Fisher, and Alice Ingham Primary Schools 
plus 3 new Ambassadors from St Cuthberts 
High School all took part in the latest Caritas 
Ambassador training day, led by the inspirational Sr 
Judith Russi.  They 
will now take their 
development plans 
back to their 
schools to see how 
they can inspire 
others to engage in 
local Social Action 
keeping with their 
school missions 
and Catholic 
Social Teaching.  Please see the back page for the  next 
Caritas Ambassador Training dates, and contact 
m.scully@caritassalford.org.uk if your school wants to 
get involved. 

Pho-
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St Joseph’s Penny Appeal 

Thanks to all of the pupils and teachers who have 
been busy fundraising and collecting the money 
together for this year’s St Joseph’s Penny Appeal.   
 

If you want to help us with the counting, or have 
any news on this year’s fundraising, or ideas for 
next year’s appeal, please let us know.   
We also are looking for a school to help us in the 
design of the new collection boxes. 

Salford Youth 

The Diocese Youth Coordinating Team has been meeting for the 
last few months to ask,  
 

‘How do we get more youth involved in Catholic Social Action 
and feeling engaged in our Parishes and across the deanery?’   
 

One result of this activity is the call for each Parish to appoint a 
Parish Youth Rep.  Ask your parish priest who is the Youth Rep 
for your parish.  Do you have any suggestions?  Please support 
them in their important new role.  See the poster below. 

Prayer from Jacob (CTK—Y4) 

"I pray for all the homeless that 

don't hav a comfy bed ar clean 

clothes to wear. Please help Corner-

stone to raise money and to end 

poverty forever. Give 

hope to the homeless 

when they need it 

most. Amen."   

Help Please 

Photo: Christ the King 
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May 

18th May: Fostering Fort-

night Coffee Morning 

19th & 20th May: Inspira-
tional Speaker Chris 

Lubbe  

27th May: Parish Youth 

Reps training day 

28th May: Manchester 10k 

and half marathon 

June 

2nd June: Big Church day 

out (Cheshire)  

10th June: Walk as One 

Salford to Manchester 

Cathedrals walk 

14th June: Caritas Social 

Action Network Confer-

ence 

19th June: Caritas Ambas-

sador Training 

21st June: St. Joseph’s 

Penny Celebration Mass  

23rd June: St. Joseph’s 

Penny Celebration Mass 

(St. Alban’s Blackburn)  

Other Dates  

21st September: Caritas 

Ambassadors Market Place  

23rd September: Caritas 

Representatives Workshop 

III 

13th October: Caritas 

Ambassador Training 

19th November: Caritas 

Celebration – World Day 

for the Poor  

 

For more information 

about our upcoming 

events, please email  

info@caritassalford.org.uk 

Be a Caritas  
Fundraiser 
 

Run 10k, walk across hot coals, dive out of a 

plane for Caritas! 

Why don’t you join supporters like Mark Ashton 

and staff from the Caritas Schools Team by doing 

something amazing for your favourite charity. 

If this is something that takes your fancy, please 

contact us for a fundraising pack, which includes:- 

 Caritas T-Shirt 

 Sponsorship sheet 

 Help setting up a Just Giving Site 

 Fundraising tips 

Start today by registering with the event  -like 

Manchester 10k which is taking place on 28th 

May 2017 http://www.greatrun.org/great-

Featuring our very own Fr Frankie Mulgrew 


