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“Young People Demand Change.

They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a be er future without
thinking of the environmental crisis and the suﬀerings of
the excluded.”
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’

Christus Vivit ‐ Christ is Alive! This is the name of
the post‐synodal apostolic exhorta on of Pope Francis to
Young People, which calls to us all to reﬂect on the
young and for the young. In Christus Vivit Pope Francis
emphasises that the young are the NOW of the Church,
not merely its future, and calls us to prayerful and
a en ve listening of the young.
‘Each young person’s heart should thus be considered
‘holy ground’, a bearer of seeds of divine life, before
which we must ‘take oﬀ our shoes’ in order to draw near
and enter more deeply in the Mystery.’
He suggests we should work together inter‐
genera onally. ‘We adults can o en be tempted to list
all the problems and failings of today’s young people.’
‘But what would be the result of such an a tude?
Greater distance, less closeness, less mutual assistance.’
Instead ‘Our ins tu ons should provide young people
with places they can make their own. Where they can
come and go freely, feel welcome, and readily meet
other young people. Whether at mes of diﬃculty and
frustra on, or of joy and celebra on.’
‘Once the Church sets aside narrow preconcep ons and
listens carefully to the young, this empathy enriches her,
for it allows young people to make their own
contribu on to the community, helping it to appreciate
new sensi vi es and to consider new ques ons.’

Dear Friends,
This month our focus is on Young People: the service
users in our Young Parents Homes, Community
Projects and School Services; and all the budding young
supporters in our schools and parishes, especially our
Caritas Ambassadors. In May our Bolton Shop invites
you to join its Family Fayre, and we invite you to cele‐
brate Fostering Fortnight with our foster families.
In this edi on, read how young people are leading
change in their community and suppor ng Caritas,
whether this be by carrying out a Li le Sleep Out in
their school to raise awareness and funds for Caritas
homeless; hos ng a lunch for older people; collec ng
food for our Foodbanks, clothes for our Young Parents’
Homes; wri ng to refugees or fundraising as part of
our St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal; or being Eco‐converts,
caring for our common home.
Through the delivery of our na onal Caritas In Ac on
teaching resource and Caritas Ambassador Programme,
Caritas aims to accompany young people as Change‐
makers in their school, parish and local community.
Thank you to all young people who help us with such
passion and enthusiasm, thank you to all those in our
schools, parishes and projects who accompany them.
Mark Wiggin, Director, Caritas Diocese of Salford

CARITAS IN OUR PROJECTS

NW Conference
There was a large turnout
to this event in Blackpool
organised by
St Joseph’s Mission for the
Deaf.
The theme for the day was ‘The Healing
touch of Jesus ‐ understanding the stories in
the gospels.' For more info on accessibility
for parishioners contact:
P.McDonough@caritassalford.org.uk

Thank you,
Rochdale
Catenians!

St Joseph’s School in Todmorden
kindly donated clothing to both
our parent and child units.child

We are very
grateful to
Lawrence O’Don‐
nell,
President of the Rochdale Catenian Circle, for
choosing Caritas as his President’s Charity for
the last 12 months. Fundraising eﬀorts have
included a hair and beard shave, a summer BBQ,
a wine‐tas ng event, a Murder Mystery night
and numerous raﬄes.

Sr Joan’s 50th
Anniversary
Sister Joan has
dedicated her life
to the service of
others and we are
blessed to count her as a worker for Caritas and
a servant of the poor.
On 27th April she celebrated her Golden Jubilee
at St Michael’s, Oldham, with many friends.
The Mass was a beau ful Franciscan liturgy that
emphasised service, the beauty of God’s crea‐
on and the importance of loving our neigh‐
bour. Sister Joan renewed her vows with the
same words as in 1969.

Caring for our
Common Home
St Augus ne’s Primary
School pupils have been
powering ahead with
their campaign to

Pupils from
St Malachy’s RC
Primary School have
been wri ng le ers
to terminally ill
youngsters.

Eat For Need,
Not For Greed

Fostering‐Friendly for Fostering Fortnight
Every week Caritas receives up to 100 referrals from social work‐
ers desperate to ﬁnd a home for looked‐a er children in our
diocese. These are children of all ages, all with diﬀerent person‐
al circumstances, and include parent and child placements. We
are devastated to have to turn most of these away and are keen
to increase the number of foster families in our parishes.
Caritas has over 130 years of working with children and families,
and is a highly respected OFSTED registered fostering agency.
We believe that our parishes are ideal, loving environments to
recruit well supported and networked foster families with an in‐
clusive and caring value system.
Join Caritas to celebrate Fostering Fortnight 13th—26th May;
take the me to reﬂect with us as a school /parish:‐
 Do you care about vulnerable children?
 Do you want to welcome and support families?
Do you support Caritas’ vision to have foster carers
in every deanery?
Are you interested in ﬁnding out how to be a
Fostering‐Friendly School or Parish?
To celebrate fostering fortnight, all are invited to Caritas’ annual
Coﬀee Morning Event on Friday 17th May 12noon‐2pm. Join us
if you are interested in fostering, or to learn how to be er sup‐
port foster families in your parishes. Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford
Street, Salford, M3 6DP. T: 0161 817 2250.

Refugee Dine with Me, with Caritas Refugee Educa on
The staﬀ and students at Caritas Refugee Educa on would like to
invite the community of Manchester to share a conversa on and
meal cooked by our Syrian chef. The nights, taking place in June
and July, will start with a brief introduc on to the work we do,
followed by a meal and conversa on with our students who
come from countries including Sudan, Syria and Eritrea.
This Refugee Dine with Me project has been funded by the
University Construc on Community Fund. It is a call for
partnership and collabora on to local businesses, chari es,
organisa ons and educa onal establishments.
We hope these evenings will bring refugee and local Manchester
communi es together. Email: a.mora@caritassalford.org.uk

ST JOSEPH’S PENNY APPEAL

Pupils from St Peter’s,
Newchurch, sell baked
goods.

Pupils from Holy Rosary Primary,
Oldham, show oﬀ a display board linking
Caritas & #CareForOurCommonHome

Christ the King Primary School fundraising.

Pupils from St John Fisher, Tameside
sold purple ribbons at church.

St Malachy pupils visit the
Lalley Centre Allotment.

More Schools accept the Li le Sleep Out challenge!

Comments from Pupils:

Pupils from Our Lady’s RC Primary, Aspull, and St Charles RC
Primary School, Rishton, decided to do something extra for Lent
by taking on the Li le Sleep Out challenge. Pupils wanted to
experience ﬁrst‐hand the struggles faced each day by homeless
people and to help by raising money in the process.
At Our Lady’s, pupils invited their local councillor to their sleep
out, along with Kathryn Ansley & Stephanie Henry from Caritas.
St Charles heard from their own staﬀ who had previously
worked in soup kitchens, in addi on to a Caritas representa ve.
All pupils learnt about the issues that homeless people face.
The children then had me to pray and reﬂect on what they had
heard and wrote their own messages of support to the home‐
less. They enjoyed playing games and singing camp‐ﬁre songs
together.
If your school would like to take part in a Li le Sleep Out for
Caritas Homeless Chari es, please see our website.

"It was a good experience, it made me understand
how some people are living their life."
"It raised awareness of what people go through
every night."
"I found it diﬃcult and now I understand and
empathise with homeless people and the
struggle they have."

Teacher’s comments:
“We had a very good night, some of us got at least 3
hours! It was well worth doing and a lot of fun ‐
pyjama conga, popcorn and making the shelters
was brilliant ‐ all what I thought Primary School
would be like when I swapped to teaching seven
years ago!”

2019
EVENTS
17th‐18th May 2019
Cornerstone Big Sleep Out

Xaverian College,
15th June 2019
90th Birthday of St Joseph’s
Mission for the Deaf

All the best to those taking part in the

Big Sleep Out on
May 17th 2019
bigsleepout.cornerstonecds.org.uk

Calling local businesses, chari es,
organisa ons & educa onal
establishments.

Join Us for an evening of
conversa on & food.
Please register on one of the following dates:
18th June, 26th June, 3rd July
h ps:// nyurl.com/RefugeeDineWithMe

Please Vote for Cornerstone!
www.ecclesias cal.com/movement‐for‐good/
nominate‐a‐charity/
Charity no. 1125808. Charity Type: Poverty

University Construc on
Community Fund

22nd June 2019 2pm
Annual Interna onal Mass
St John’s Cathedral, Salford
6th July 2019 10am‐3pm
Hope in the Future
Parish Social Ac on
Holy Cross College, Bury
21st September 2019 10am‐2pm
Caritas Representa ve Workshop
Cathedral Centre, Salford
27th September 2019
Caritas Fes val
Wardley Hall tbc
14th October 2019
Caritas Ambassadors Training &
Commissioning
Cathedral Centre, Salford
16th November 2019
World Day of Poor
--Save the date 2020:
Caritas Ambassadors Training &
Commissioning
Fri 7th Feb 2020
Thurs 7th May 2020

#BeTheChange

