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Dear Friends,
May is a month of celebra on and apprecia on.
We say a huge Thank You to all those who slept out in our
Cornerstone Big Sleep Out at St Christopher’s Parish
Ashton and our inaugural Youth Sleep Out, and for all
those who provided support and sponsorship.
Both Fostering Fortnight and Demen a Awareness Week
fall in May, so this month we will be celebra ng all carers,
par cularly those involved with Adop on or Fostering, and
those who care for someone with Demen a. Caritas has
been providing Fostering Services for a total of 68 years.
Fostering Fortnight is an opportunity to share the great
work that is being carried out by our foster care families
and our dedicated fostering team, and to make a fresh
appeal to those who might be interested to find out
more.
On 26th May we will celebrate the cultural diversity of all
those living in the diocese with our Annual Interna onal
Mass. Whatever your reason to celebrate, or to be
thankful, I look forward to hearing the news from your
parishes.
Mark Wiggin

Mark Wiggin pictured here with the Caritas Schools Team at this
year’s Big Sleep Out, raising funds for Cornerstone’s Safe Haven,
our emergency accommoda on project.

The quiet work of our Adop on Support Team

Fostering Fortnight
th
14‐ 27 May 2018

Thank you to our Foster Carers
During Fostering Fortnight Caritas will
celebrate by holding a special event to say
Thank You to our foster carers for the hard
work, commitment and loving homes they
provide to children on a regular basis.
This year we welcomed ten new children
and young people into our care. Children
range from one child who has now been
with their family for ten years on a longer
term placement, to one who stayed with
our carer for just four months whilst they
wait for their forever home.
One of our foster carers enjoys a mother
and baby placement, providing essen al
support during the valuable first few
months of a mum’s new experience, guiding
her through the ups and downs, and sharing
the daily challenges that parenthood can
bring to a young mum who in turn has her
own needs and vulnerabili es.

Almost 4,000 children were adopted though Catholic Children’s Rescue Society between 1942 and 2008, nearly half
of these ‘children’ are now in their fi ies, including some of our esteemed clergy! The OFSTED rated outstanding
service provides sensi ve guidance to reunite previously unknown siblings or sons and daughters with birth‐mums.
Contact l.courtney@caritassalford.org.uk if you would like to help Caritas to con nue this life changing service.

CARITAS IN OUR PARISHES

MERCY empowers a Chris an to be a channel of God's
love through prac cal deeds of compassion that relieve
the distress of those who suﬀer and help them to
experience God's love.
There are currently over 70,000 children in the UK care
system and there is a na onal shortage of foster carers
to oﬀer a safe, loving home to the growing number of
these children and young people.
Recrui ng fostering families is
essen al to mee ng the con nued
need of Looked A er children.

The Caritas Fostering Team is keen to meet this need by
informing, engaging and suppor ng
those people who feel that they can
provide a loving home. They recognise
that it is not a decision to be tak‐
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step of the way.
As parishes are looking at how they might be er ex‐
press their faith, using their gi s and talents, Caritas
supports people who feel they might oﬀer their love
and compassion in a very personal and life‐changing
way, through fostering.

Thanks to dona ons
received by Caritas’s
Lalley Centre, and
the generosity of
public facili es across Manchester, some of our
service users were able to enjoy a trip to the
Whitworth Art Gallery with Ann‐Marie, Senior
Community Worker. This is just part of the Health
and Wellbeing ac vi es oﬀered by the service.
Naj, who comes to the Lalley Centre regularly says,
“I’m really grateful to the Lalley Centre for the
services they provide and the trips
out. We learn a lot and it’s a really
relaxing day – we wouldn’t be able to
do this without the Lalley Centre.
Every trip has been excellent, espe‐
cially to HOME as I had never been to
the theatre before.”

In the last year there have been several enquiries from
parishioners who are interested in Fostering, two of
these have now joined our extended family as Foster
Parents.
If you would like more informa on regarding fostering
and oﬀering a home to the most vulnerable children and
young people, come and join Caritas Fostering at our
fostering fortnight coﬀee event at the Cathedral Centre
on 18th May, at 10:30am ‐ it will be great to see you.

Demen a Awareness Week 21‐27th May
Do you know someone who is suﬀering from demen a?
Family and friends can help to maintain quality of life
and con nue to give Demen a suﬀerers opportuni es to
feel involved by holding their hand, talking to them or
showing them pictures. Aromas that might trigger
memories, and involvement in ac vi es promote health
and well‐being. Every individual suﬀerer of demen a is
diﬀerent, and their condi on may vary from day to day.
They may feel frustrated and confused, so being in a
calm, familiar environment, with people they are close
to is good. Their spiritual needs can be addressed by
holding personal or religious objects, or sharing symbols
or rituals (including prayer or readings). People with
demen a usually keep older memories for longer, so
may respond to things from their younger years, such as
religious readings or hymns.

Caritas’s Older People Services
Caritas’s St Joseph Welfare Service has been running in
our parishes of North Manchester for over forty years,
we specialise in visi ng the housebound as part of
Caritas Older People Services. One client, Mrs A has
been accessing the service for approximately eight
years. An intellectual lady who had been able to run
her home and raise her family un l her husband sud‐
denly died. Mrs A developed rapid onset of Demen a
in 2015, which progressed very quickly, so she moved
into a Care home. The visits s ll con nue, however.
Although the service has been going to Mrs A for a
lengthy period, she no longer recognises staﬀ, but we
can tell she very much enjoys having the company.

CARITAS IN OUR SCHOOLS

Credit: Simon Caldwell

Photo: Mike Kane MP

At the same me, and in solidarity with the BIG SLEEP OUT, youth groups from around the diocese did their own
Sleep Out at Thornleigh High School. Led by Caritas Trustee and Diocesan Youth Coordinator Lorraine Leonard,
young people slept ‘rough’ in the school grounds to raise sponsorship money for Caritas Homeless Projects. The
evening started with real‐life stories of street homeless and hidden homelessness, experienced by Caritas
service users, told by Andy, a Cornerstone volunteer who himself had been homeless. A er some food, everybody
spent some me in quiet reflec on, with each individual se ng some personal challenges, before se ling down
for a rela vely peaceful, cool night under the stars. At six in the morning, whilst those who a ended the Big Sleep
Out in Ashton celebrated Mass with Bishop John, the Youth group held their own Mass with Fr Chris Gorton,
before heading home. It has been a very moving and memorable experience for everyone involved.
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Responding to families in crisis
One family was referred to the Crisis Fund by our
Caritas Family Project support worker, Karen. During
her regular mee ngs Karen discovered that the
fi een year old daughter had been sleeping on the
sofa for two months as her bed had broken, and the
family didn’t have the money to replace it.
A bed was ul mately donated by a kind neighbour,
and Karen made a successful applica on to the Crisis
Fund for a ma ress to go with it.
If you know someone in crisis, maybe we could help.
The Gubay Crisis Fund provides emergency grants for
up to £500. Please consider making an applica on
through your local parish, school or Caritas Service,
and apply via the Caritas website, or email:
gubaycrisisfund@caritassalford.org.uk

Budding fundraisers from St Peter's Primary, Newchurch,
Rossendale who raised £1,900 in just 5 weeks, and
Caritas Ambassadors from St Joseph’s Primary, Hurst Green.

EVENTS
10:30am-12:30pm 18th May 2018
Find Out About Fostering
Cathedral Centre, Salford
2pm 26th May 2018
Annual International Mass
St John’s Cathedral
25th May 2018
Caritas Ambassador Training
Cathedral Centre, Salford
2pm 2nd June 2018
Catholic Fellowship - Diamond Jubilee
St John’s Cathedral
17th June 2018
Modern Slavery Awareness Launch
1:15pm 20th June 2018
St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal Service
St John’s Cathedral
10:30am 22nd June 2018
St Joseph’s Lenten Appeal Services
St Alban’s Blackburn
10am-1pm 8th June 2018
Diocesan Social Action Network DISAN
Cathedral Centre, Salford
11am-5pm 23rd June 2018
Loneliness Connects Seminar
St Michael’s Hall, Whitefield
14th July 2018
Lalley Centre & Allotment Open Day
St Malachy’s School, Collyhurst
Contact info@caritassalford.org.uk
for more information on events.

