Prayers on the publication of Caritas Salford’s
“If not us, then who?”
A report on child poverty and mental health needs in Catholic schools
in the Diocese of Salford

Prayer for children experiencing poverty
God of mercy and justice,

We pray for the needs of all children and young people across our Diocese of Salford who
are suffering because of the injustice of poverty.

Convert all our hearts to be bold in calling for a just and fair society and systems, so that
no child gets left behind because of their circumstances.

Help us to recognise the dignity of each person, created in Your image.

May Your Holy Spirit strengthen our resolve to be persistent in doing all we can to end
child poverty, not only by our words but through our actions.

We make our prayer through Your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer for parents and families experiencing poverty
God of love and compassion,

We pray for parents, carers and families who are battling against the impact of poverty to
offer a better life for their children.

May Your Holy Spirit strengthen and encourage them, helping them to know that they are
loved and there is hope in the future.

Help them to access support from all who walk alongside families to help them navigate a
way out of poverty.

We make our prayer through Your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer for our schools
God of hope and vision,

We pray for our school leaders and staff who pour so much love into their work and care
for the wellbeing of their pupils every day.

May Your Holy Spirit help and strengthen them to break down the barriers that prevent
pupils experiencing poverty from accessing the power of education to transform their
lives.

Encourage them, in the face of many challenges, to continue in their commitment to
ensure that poverty does not prevent equality of opportunity for all pupils.

We make our prayer through Your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.



